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Three Community Partners Honored on October 14
Eighth Annual Chancellor’s Ball Benefits Santa Ana & Santiago Canyon College Students
(Santa Ana)—Rancho Santiago Community College District will honor three organizations at its eighth annual Chancellor’s Ball on Friday, October 14 from 6:00 p.m. to 11:00 p.m.  The black tie optional event is slated for The Grove of Anaheim, 2200 E. Katella, Anaheim.  The gala raises funds for student scholarships at both Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College. 


At the celebration, Douglas E. Barnhart Construction Company, Inc.; Dr. Al Mijares of the Santa Ana Unified School District and Margaret Pashko of Southern California Gas Company will be recipients of the district’s 2005 Partners in Education awards.  These awards salute community partners who have provided ongoing support to the district, its colleges and its students.  This year’s honorees provided the following assistance: 

· In support of Santiago Canyon College’s Measure E construction projects, Douglas E. Barnhart Construction Company, Inc., built the Orange Education Center.  The makeover of the former microchip plant in eight months, a compressed timeframe, was nothing less than astounding.  The 92,500-square foot facility, part of the state’s third largest continuing education program, is expected to serve some 10,000 students this year.  Barnhart Construction is a district partner in building SCC’s new library, which is scheduled for completion by spring 2006.

· In partnership with Santa Ana College and UCI, Dr. Al Mijares and the Santa Ana Unified School District have forged an unequivocal commitment to higher education through Higher Education Centers at each comprehensive high school. 

· m o r e  -
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Under the leadership of Superintendent Mijares, Santa Ana Unified School District is only one of four school districts in the state that require all graduating students meet the CSU and UC academic entrance requirements as a condition of graduation. 

· Margaret Pashko, public affairs manager for Southern California Gas Company, exemplifies the company’s principle of “giving back to the community is the right thing to do.”  Since becoming the organization’s representative to Orange County in 2003, she has embraced the community college district and championed its causes.  She serves as the treasurer for Rancho Santiago Community College District Foundation’s Board of Directors.  In 2003, she helped the Chancellor’s Ball auction committee raise $15,820 for student scholarships.

This year’s event, “Rhythm of the Night,” begins with a reception and silent auction at 6:00 p.m., dinner and entertainment get under way at 7:30 p.m.  By 9:00 p.m., guests can anticipate dancing to the Latin inspired sounds of Orquesta Caribe, an 11-member band.  David Cruz, co-anchor with Channel 4 News, serves as the event’s master of ceremonies.  The “Rhythm of the Night” features a performance by Santa Ana College graduate, international salsa champion Liz Lira, winner of several international dance competitions. 

Tickets are available for $175 per person; sponsorship range from $1,750 to $12,000.  The ball’s major sponsors include GKK Education and Douglas E. Barnhart Construction Company, Inc.  For more event information, call (714) 480-7500 or visit www.rsccd.org.

About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park. Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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