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Ninth Annual Chancellor’s Ball Raises $120,000 for Student Scholarships at Santa Ana and Santiago Canyon Colleges
(Santa Ana)—On lucky Friday the 13th of October, a record 550 guests, many wearing Mardi Gras masks, arrived at the Grove of Anaheim for Rancho Santiago Community College District’s (RSCCD) “Mystery and Masquerade,” the ninth annual Chancellor’s Ball.  The black tie optional event raised more than $120,000 to provide student scholarships and support innovative programs at Santa Ana and Santiago Canyon Colleges.

 “This annual event reveals the magic that builds our partnerships with many organizations and individuals who all come together for the common goal—our best, our brightest, our students,” said Edward Hernandez, Jr., Ed.D., district chancellor.  “Together we can and do transform lives.”
Three Partners in Education were saluted for their support of RSCCD students and programs.  The 2006 award recipients are Orange County High School of the Arts; Roger C. Hobbs, Community Foundation of Orange; and Univision.

As part of the evening’s festivities, two special awards were presented.  Dr. Carolyn Breeden, Santa Ana College’s former interim vice president of academic affairs was named Manager of the Year for her 30 years of outstanding service to the community.  Breeden was praised for her vision, dedication to students, leadership and enduring enthusiasm. 
Hernandez presented the Chancellor’s Award posthumously to Santiago Canyon College graduate Steven Ambriz and a longtime college supporter.  Ambriz, who was the youngest member to serve on Orange’s City Council, served with RSCCD’s chancellor on St. Joseph Hospital’s Latino Leadership Council.  The award was presented to Ambriz’s widow, Bridget, along with a $1,000 check in the name of The Kaitlyn Ambriz Scholarship Fund.

“Steve’s tragic death left a hole in everyone’s hearts and the community he so loved,” said Hernandez.
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For many, a highlight of “Mystery and Masquerade” was the Santa Ana College (SAC) dance majors dressed as masked harlequins who wove a poetic thread connecting the evening’s program.  Eve Kikawa, SAC dance department chair, choreographed a dance performance mixing Middle Eastern dance, flamenco, and ballet and featuring SAC dance faculty.  The Latin rhythms of Orquesta Caribe, including SAC Continuing Education Dean Nilo Lipiz, punctuated the evening.
 
 The event’s major sponsors were Kinsell, Newcomb & De Dios, Inc.; RBC Dain Rauscher; d barnhart; gkkworks; Govplace; Crevier BMW; OCTFCU; Seville Construction Services, Inc.; The Feldhake Law Firm; CW Driver; LPA; Thomas Blurock (IBI Group); and Townsend Public Affairs, Inc.

About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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