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Eleventh Annual Chancellor’s Ball Raises $60,000 for Student Scholarships at Santa Ana and Santiago Canyon Colleges
(Santa Ana)—On October 24, friends and supporters of Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) gathered to celebrate “By the Light of Lanterns” at the Disneyland Hotel. The Asian-themed Chancellor’s Ball raised approximately $60,000 for student scholarships and programs.  Of that, nearly $46,000 was designated for scholarships and college programs and approximately $14,000 for book scholarships for students at Santa Ana and Santiago Canyon Colleges. 
“We are very grateful for our stellar community partners who step up to invest in our students despite the daunting economic challenges of today,” said Edward Hernandez, Jr., Ed.D., district chancellor.  “As the state’s fourth largest college district serving 54,000 students, our success depends on many who willingly partner with us.”
Three Partners in Education were applauded for their support of RSCCD students and programs.  The 2008 honorees were California Land Surveyors Association; Jane Russo, superintendent, Santa Ana Unified School District; and Wells Fargo. 
Two district employees were also saluted.  Richard Bridges, former Santa Ana College (SAC) associate dean of public safety and fire technology was honored posthumously as Manager of the Year.  Bridges helped SAC’s fire technology program gain local, regional, and national acclaim. Bonita “Bonnie” Jaros, SAC professor of English/ESL, received the Chancellor’s Award for her lifelong commitment to education and her leadership in the district-wide and college accreditation process.
The evening’s mistress of ceremonies Suzie Suh, a reporter with the CBS2/KCAL9 news team, was born in Korea and raised in Orange County. Featured performances included Soka Gakkai International Taiko Drummers, the Bat Nha dragon dance, the Trúc Lâm Vietnamese Buddhist Youth Association, and the Santiago Canyon College Chorus. Dance music was provided by SOTO.

The event’s generous sponsors include: SchoolsFirst Federal Credit Union; Seville Construction, Inc.; Bank of the West, and LPA.

About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.  
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