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College District Applauds Governor’s Efforts To Advance Algebra & Higher Math
** Algebra & higher math skills are needed for business/industry needs **

SANTA ANA, CA – “High academic standards are essential for the future of our state and nation,” commented Edward Hernandez, Jr., Ed.D., chancellor of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, in relationship to the announcement made today that Governor Schwarzenegger is urging the California State Board of Education to adopt one standardized Algebra I standardized test for 8th grade students statewide.  “Algebra and other higher math skills are pivotal to the vitality of many local industries in Orange County and elsewhere in our state.  We applaud the Governor for urging K-12 school districts to adopt higher math standards in middle school,” Chancellor Hernandez stated.
“Our ability as a state to maintain our worldwide presence and reputation as a market innovator and leader is directly dependent upon industries tied to higher math, science, engineering and technology,” Chancellor Hernandez explained.  “Higher education institutions support and encourage students to enter these fields of study.  Caring community college faculty – many of whom are also working professionals in these fields – mentor students, assist them with university transfer and also help them find internships and jobs.  However, our K-12 school district partners and the parents of these students play an even greater role in shaping the future of our youth.  High-level math proficiency is essential to many fields including those historically categorized as 
                                            -more-
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‘vocational.’  Regardless of whether a student plans to major in math or seek a professional certificate from one of our colleges, the critical thinking skills and abstract concepts within Algebra have a broader application to problem-solving, and are vital to workplace success.  Our state and nation will benefit as more and more of our young people embrace Algebra and higher math skills,” Chancellor Hernandez added.

The Rancho Santiago Community College District, the 4th largest community college in the state, offers associate degrees and professional certificates in a wide range of professions that require higher math skills, including Algebra.  One noteworthy program of the district is the MESA (Math Engineering Science Achievement) program, which is designed to support students – who are typically under represented in science and math-related fields – to succeed in the coursework required for the attainment of associate degrees and for university transfer.  Students who qualify are provided with added counseling services, study skills and career-related workshops, as well as university transfer assistance.  Santa Ana College, one of two comprehensive campuses of the college district, serves more than 125 students in the MESA program, which is one of only 25 such programs in the state.
About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.  
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