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Four Community Partners Honored on October 8
Seventh Annual Chancellor’s Ball Benefits Santa Ana College & Santiago College Students

(Santa Ana)—Rancho Santiago Community College District will honor four organizations at its seventh annual Chancellor’s Ball on Friday, October 8 from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m.  The event will take place at The Grove of Anaheim, 2200 E. Katella, Anaheim.  Proceeds from the black tie optional event are split evenly between the foundations of Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College for student scholarships.  


The City of Orange, the Orange County Business Council, the Santa Ana/Tustin Soroptimist and Michael Weisman of DGWB Advertising and Communications are recipients of the district’s 2004 Partners in Education awards.  These awards, presented at the Chancellor’s Ball, recognize community partners who have provided ongoing support to the district, its colleges and its students. This year’s honorees provided the following support:

· Recognizing Santiago Canyon College’s need for more classrooms and labs to serve rapidly increasing student enrollments, the City of Orange endorsed the college district’s request for a publicly-funded local bond measure. Its support was instrumental in assuring Measure E’s passage, resulting in the recently-opened student services and instruction building as well as property acquisitions to the college campus. To increase recreational opportunities in the area, the City of Orange collaborated with Santiago Canyon College in creating lighted soccer fields used for matches and practice of the college’s soccer teams and the city’s youth soccer organizations.

· The Orange County Business Council (OCBC), the county’s premier business organization, brings together private-sector companies and public sector partners to support continued growth and prosperity.  Since its founding in 1995, the business council has been a strong advocate for the key role that community colleges play in workforce training and development.  The OCBC provides educators with essential research on the status of workforce competencies and deficits. Through its auspices, OCBC facilitated a $45,000 grant to improve Santa Ana College’s office employment training program. These funds were used to purchase equipment, textbooks and 
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   software in the continuing education program.

· In 2000, the 50-year-old Santa Ana/Tustin Soroptimist International chapter endowed a $16,000 perpetual scholarship to honor the memory of long-time member Bethany J. Ochal.  Recently, the organization donated $50,000 to ensure that a minimum of $1,000 be distributed annually to one deserving Santa Ana College student.  Soroptimist International is a volunteer service organization for business and professional women.  The group’s projects are carefully chosen to address challenges unique to today’s women, including medical care, domestic violence, literacy and basic job skills. 

· Through his dedicated service, Michael Weisman, partner and president of DGWB Advertising & Communications, has fostered the development of Santiago Canyon College as a comprehensive higher education institution.  As a member of the college’s foundation, Weisman has served as its vice president and treasurer as well as a donor and advocate for its activities.  He and his DGWB associates were instrumental in creating and designing the college’s initial course schedule, creating a high-impact document to publicize the college’s offerings.  His continued support of the college and the college district is a model of community service and leadership.

The evening begins with a reception and silent auction between 6:00 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.  Dinner will be served at 7:30 p.m. and dancing will begin at 9:00 p.m.  The gala features several well-known Hollywood performers who will entertain guests; master and mistress of ceremonies David Cruz, Channel 4 News co-anchor, and Ofelia de la Torre, Telemundo anchor, and musical entertainment by Ricky Sylvia and the Buzzcatz.

Tickets are available for $125 per person.  Sponsorship levels range from $1,750 to $12,000.  For event and ticket information, call (714) 480-7500 or visit www.rsccd.org.

The event’s major sponsors include Townsend Public Affairs; Bank of the West; Diversified Staffing Solutions; GKKEducation; Crevier BMW; Croudace & Dietrich; Feldhake, August & Roquemore; Kinsell, Newcomb & De Dios; McLarand, Vasquez, Emsiek & Partners; RBC Dain Rauscher; and WRJ Group.

Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park. Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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