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New U.S. Citizenship Graduation Just In Time for July 4TH National Holiday!
Secretary of State will deliver Keynote Address
WHAT
Santa Ana College’s Centennial Education Center and Santiago Canyon College’s Orange Education Center celebrate 300 recently naturalized residents that are graduating from their citizenship programs.



WHERE
Santa Ana College—Phillips Hall Theatre



1530 W. 17th Street, Santa Ana, CA 92706

WHEN

Saturday, June 28, 2008



10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

WHO

Keynote Speaker: Honorable Debra Bowen, Secretary of State

Special Remarks: Senator Lou Correa, Assemblyman Van Tran, Mayor of Orange Carolyn Cavecche, City of Santa Ana Councilman Vince Sarmiento, and Rancho Santiago Community College District Board President Phillip Yarbrough. 

Santa Ana President Erlinda Martinez and Santiago Canyon President Juan Vázquez. 

WHY
The Citizenship Program strives to improve naturalization services to legal permanent residents in Orange County. This is accomplished through outreach, classes and citizenship preparation workshops. All services provided are free of charge and meet the requirements of the United States Citizenship and Immigration Services (USCIS) agency. 
HOW
In January 2008, the college district was awarded its second contract from the California Department of Community Services and Development Naturalization Services Program to provide support services to legal permanent residents in Orange County wishing to become naturalized citizens. The $130,000 18-month grant provided funds for RSCCD to: 

· Expand the college district’s naturalization outreach to all of Orange County;

· Enlarge its naturalization intake and assessment services to permanent residents;
· Enhance naturalization services to include legal service providers;
· Increase naturalization citizenship application assistance;

· Increase the number of citizenship classes and the opportunities for independent study; and 

· Monitor client progress throughout the naturalization process.

For more information on the free services to the community, contact Santiago Canyon       College’s Orange Education Center at (714) 628-5928 or Santa Ana College’s Centennial   Education Center at (714) 241-5730.

About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.  
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