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Immigrants Face Drastic Increases in Naturalization Processing Fees on April 2

Santa Ana College Hosts U.S. Citizenship Workshop on February 24 

(Santa Ana, CA)  – A U.S. citizenship workshop is being held on Saturday, February 24, from 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. at Santa Ana College, 1530 W. 17th Street in Santa Ana to aid eligible permanent residents who desire U.S. citizenship.  This free workshop, hosted by the Santa Ana College School of Continuing Education, is presented to help qualified individuals apply for citizenship before the April 2nd deadline—when the U.S. Citizenship and Immigration Services naturalization processing fee will increase from $400 to $675.  Registration for the workshop will be on the college mall between Dunlap Hall (D Building) and Cesar Chavez Building (C Building). Free parking is available in lot 6.
  The event is part of Ya es hora ¡Ciudadania! (it’s time for citizenship) campaign, a partnership of La Opinión, Univisión KMEX 34 and NALEO Educational Fund.  This campaign brings together an alliance of more than 100 organization and institutions in an unprecedented year-long campaign to educate, inform and motivate eligible permanent residents to apply for U.S. citizenship.  “This workshop will assist hundreds of community members in applying for citizenship, and Santa Ana College is proud to be part of this campaign,” said Dr. Erlinda Martinez, president for Santa Ana College    

Assistance in completing the citizenship N-400 application will be available to eligible permanent residents.  Due to limited resources, only the first 300 prospective applicants will receive assistance.  Referrals will be available to all other individuals.  


Santa Ana College will also provide information regarding free classes that are provided throughout the community in English as a Second Language and citizenship.  The college’s ongoing citizenship classes guide students through the naturalization process.
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To be eligible to apply for citizenship, permanent residents must be 18 years or older; be a permanent resident for five years, three if married to a U. S. citizen, and have lived continuously and physically in the U.S. for five years; have knowledge and understanding of U.S. history and government; be able to read, write and speak the English language; and be a person of good moral character. Suggested documents and information to bring to the workshop include: legal permanent resident card, California driver’s license or California ID, and Social Security Card; list of addresses and places of employment for the last five years; dates of entry and exit of the U.S. since becoming a legal permanent resident; spouse information which includes name, address, Social Security number, date of birth, date of marriage, and legal permanent resident number or date and place of naturalization, if applicable; names of children, date of birth, legal permanent resident number, if applicable, and addresses.
Volunteer assistance will be sponsored through Kiwanis of Santa Ana the day of event.  For more information, contact the School of Continuing Education at (714) 241-5730.    

About Santa Ana College

Santa Ana College is a public community college that serves nearly 50,000 credit and non-credit students annually.  SAC provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.  
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