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Tree Planting Ceremony Planned for Coastkeeper Garden at

Santiago Canyon College
Orange─The community is invited to attend a tree planting ceremony at the 2.5-acre Coastkeeper Garden at Santiago Canyon College (SCC).  This event on Wednesday, November 19 at 9:15 a.m. provides an opportunity to learn about the garden and some of the water conservation educational opportunities that this “living classroom” will provide to the community.  Following light refreshments there will be a brief program, including a Native American blessing of the garden by Mati Waiya, a Chumash ceremonial leader. Volunteers will plant drought-tolerant trees from 10 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.  Lunch will be provided for volunteers. 


“Water conservation is becoming critically important as California’s population grows,” said Santiago Canyon College President Juan Vázquez.  “We’re pleased to partner with Orange County Coastkeeper to provide an outdoor classroom for our students and the community. The demonstration garden will be a place where neighbors come to learn about landscaping and irrigation for their homes, and as a site for classes that will be offered to elementary through college students.” 

“Coastkeeper is delighted to construct and maintain this one-of-a-kind garden and we value the partnership with Santiago Canyon College,” said Garry Brown, Coastkeeper president and CEO.  “This garden will be an education venue that will serve the college, the community, and potential new residents in designing landscapes to both conserve water and eliminate urban runoff.” 
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When completed, the garden will be unlike any other in Southern California, featuring five California native habitats and six themed vignettes of drought-tolerant plants simulating actual backyards.  Amid trails lined with wildflowers and park benches, visitors of all ages can learn about drought-tolerant landscaping and urban runoff prevention techniques that help protect Orange County’s coastal environment.  Urban landscapes, including residential lawns and gardens, contribute to coastal pollution through over-watering, poor run-off management, and the use of too much pesticide and fertilizer. California native and drought-tolerant plants are a perfect solution as they require much less watering and maintenance than traditional landscaping materials. 
The 2.5-acre water conservation garden is located on the northeast side of the college campus near the intersection of Santiago Canyon and Jamboree Roads in East Orange.  The project is a collaborative effort of Orange County Coastkeeper (www.coastkeeper.org), the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California, Santiago Canyon College, and many others.   
For information about the event, please call 714-628-4883 or 714-850-1965.  Volunteer opportunities exist for those interested in helping to plant or maintain the garden.   To volunteer or for more information, please contact Wes Colvin at Wes@coastkeeper.org.  
About Orange County Coastkeeper

The goal of Orange County Coastkeeper is to protect and preserve the county’s coastline and bodies of water and restore them to healthy, fully functioning systems that will protect recreational uses and aquatic life.  In pursuit of this goal, Coastkeeper balances education, advocacy, research and enforcement to increase awareness of environmental issues and reduce pollution of Orange County’s watersheds and coastal waters. 

About Santiago Canyon College

Santiago Canyon College is a public community college of Rancho Santiago Community College District serving the residents of Anaheim Hills, Orange, Tustin and Villa Park.  The college provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry. 
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