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Sylvia Mendez Speaks at Santa Ana College School of Continuing Education Graduation on May 30

(Santa Ana)— Santa Ana College (SAC) will hold its School of Continuing Education Graduation Ceremony on Wednesday, May 30 at 7 p.m. in Cook Gymnasium, 1530 W. 17th St., Santa Ana.  For some 75 adult students, this event marks the achievement of a lifelong dream of earning a high school diploma. 

“After I dropped out of high school to get married and focus on my two daughters, I put my education on hold,” said 38-year-old Jennifer Lujan, Garden Grove resident and soon-to-be high school graduate. “When my oldest daughter who graduates from high school this spring told me, ‘Mom, you can go back and do it.’ I took it to heart.”


Lujan will join Sylvia Mendez, the American civil rights activist who played an instrumental role in the Westminster v. Mendez landmark case that successfully ended segregation in California, on the podium.  Mendez is the graduation keynote speaker while Lujan is the student speaker.

A stay-at-home mom who has always encouraged her daughters to excel in school and go to college, Lujan had never carved out the time to finish the 20 credits she needed for high school graduation. With her oldest daughter Ashley encouraging her, Lujan took the step to return to Centennial Education Center (CEC) where she had studied briefly some 20 years ago.  At CEC, she took the necessary coursework and tests to complete her high school credits in government, history, and film and arts. With her family behind her, she devoted herself full-time to her studies, sometimes attending classes 10 hours a day. After less than two months, she has achieved her dream.


But for Lujan, it is only a beginning. She has applied to attend Santa Ana College 
- m o r e -

2-2-2

where she plans to enroll in the fall and is seeking a scholarship to help with her college expenses. “I don’t know what I want to study, but I do know I want to do something to help the community. This graduation is a beginning of something great for me,” she said.

The ceremony will feature entertainment by the Santa Ana College Jazz Band, the presentation of diplomas, and the awarding of eight college scholarship awards. 
The graduation ceremony is open to the public. For more information, contact (714) 241-5782.  
About the Rancho Santiago Community College District


The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.
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