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Santa Ana College unveils state-of-the-art Digital Media Center
Santa Ana, CA – The information technology industry continues to grow rapidly and is subsequently creating a medley of jobs in the digital media arts business. Employers now seek experts with knowledge in specialized design services, motion picture and video, ISP and Web search portal, radio and broadcasting, software publishing and sound recording,  According to the Employment Development Department’s Orange County Industry Employment Projections in 2005, these industries are expected to grow by 18% within Orange County from 2002-2012, representing a crop of 1,800 new jobs. 

In an effort to help meet the demand for high-tech professionals, Santa Ana College has constructed a new facility that will house programs in digital media arts as well as provide office space for entrepreneurs invested in business serving the digital media industry.
On Wednesday, September 6, Santa Ana College will host a grand opening dedication ceremony of its newest facility, the Digital Media Center (DMC).  The event is open to the public and will be held from 4:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m. with a formal program scheduled at 5:30 p.m.  Refreshments will be served.
The DMC is an innovative state-of-the-art facility created through a unique collaboration of Rancho Santiago Community College District, Santa Ana College, City of Santa Ana, and the U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration. With an acre of land donated by the City of Santa Ana, the DMC project was funded by a $1.6 million U.S. Department of Commerce grant and Measure E funds.
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Featuring a business incubator for start-up companies, instructional space for SAC’s digital media arts and TV/video production programs, and a digital music lab, the DMC will also provide business seminars of interest to digital media entrepreneurs offered through SAC’s Business Division.

This 28,000 square-foot facility is located at the gateway to Santa Ana’s new Bristol Street Corridor redevelopment district. The design of the building reflects the cutting edge energy and innovation of the businesses and programs that will be growing within.   
The Santa Ana College DMC will offer classes that prepare students for high-demand careers in the digital media industry. Students can earn associate degrees and vocational certificates through programs in television production, broadcast journalism, television scriptwriting, digital music, graphic design, 3D animation and digital media arts studies. Additionally, SAC will offer a student-operated enterprise called “Student Works,” which provides hands-on experience creating graphic designs for the companies in the business incubator.  Students will gain the experience and capacity to work in teams on real projects, for clients with specific needs and deadlines. 
 “Our underlying goal with the Digital Media Center is to provide cutting-edge training that is synchronized to Orange County’s vibrant high-tech demands,” said Dr. Erlinda Martinez, president of Santa Ana College.  “The synergistic space for both the classroom instruction and business incubator will serve as a domain for innovations in digital media.”

For more information, please visit www.dmc-works.com or call the Digital Media Center at (714) 241-5812.
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