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Rancho Santiago Community College District Puts the Digital Matrix to Work in Santa Ana
October 28 Event Launches Unique Partnership on Bristol Corridor 
(Santa Ana)— The community is invited to attend the Digital Media Center’s (DMC) inaugural event on Thursday, October 28 at 10:00 a.m. at 1300 South Bristol at Wilshire in Santa Ana. Janice Arrington, Orange County Film Commissioner and member of the DMC Advisory Board, will speak on “Putting the Digital Matrix to Work.” Free parking is available in the paved lot at the southeast corner of Wilshire and South Bristol.

Indications are everywhere that the digital media industry is ramping up for significant economic growth in the near future. Whether it’s new gadgets for networking our MP3 players to our car stereos, the launch of VarietyCareers.com, an online job site for the media and entertainment arena, or innovations in digital gaming, the sheer size and speed of innovation in the industry is mind-boggling. 
According to the U.S. Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor Statistics (March 2004), the entertainment and media industry employs 1.5 million people doing approximately $500 billion in business annually.  According to the Orange County Business Council’s Workforce 2004, the fastest occupational growth in Orange County in 2001-2008 will be in “computer support specialist” (59.2 percent), “desktop publishers” (55.6 percent) and “network and computer systems administrators” (50.8 percent). 
“Clearly Orange County needs a synergistic space where new companies can incubate to serve the digital media industry and students can access the cutting edge training they need to meet workplace needs,” said Edward Hernandez, Jr., Ed.D., chancellor, Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD). “On October 28, we are proud to launch the Digital Media Center where technology, business and education will meet in the heart of Santa Ana.”

DMC partners—the City of Santa Ana; the U.S. Department of Commerce, Economic Development Administration; and the WRJ Group—will join Rancho Santiago Community College District administrators as work commences on what will be a unique undertaking for any community college district nationwide. 
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The DMC will focus on five mega-industries—entertainment, publishing, multimedia, software development and information technology—in central Orange County, to bring higher wage jobs to an area that is home to large numbers of low-income and immigrant residents. Within a two-mile radius of the DMC, according to U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development, the overall per capita income of residents is less than 50 percent of the county average and unemployment rates range from four to sixteen percent higher than the U.S. average. 

“The underlying goal of the DMC is to provide a pipeline to cutting edge training in a vibrant industry for the area’s residents and to offer a safe haven for entrepreneurs who want to launch businesses in the digital industry,” said Julie Slark, project leader and RSCCD assistant vice chancellor for educational services.  “The center will provide a place for real world job experiences for our students and a path from poverty to a livable wage job with a future.” 

The 28,000 square-foot DMC, designed by the Miami-based architectural firm Arquitectonica, is slated to include:

· Post production studio for instruction and lease; 

· Business incubator for 10 to 15 entrepreneurial digital media businesses;
· Educational facilities for Santa Ana College digital media courses.

The project was made possible through a unique alliance between Rancho Santiago Community College District, the City of Santa Ana and the WRJ Group. With the assistance of the WRJ Group, a $1.6 million grant was secured through the U.S. Department of Commerce Economic Development Administration.  The City of Santa Ana donated 1.2 acres of land made available by the Bristol Corridor project to the college district for the DMC site.  The project’s total budget is anticipated to be $12 million, including funds from the Measure E local bond initiative. Project completion is expected in spring 2006. 
“In the short term, the project is expected to produce 150 jobs directly attributed to the DMC through the business incubator not to mention construction jobs during the building phase,” said Slark.  “However, in the long run the DMC will bring benefits to the community of increased jobs and business development opportunities in the high-tech, high-growth digital media industry.”
For more information about the Digital Media Center, visit www.dmc-works.com. For information on the DMC launch event, call RSCCD public affairs and governmental relations at (714) 480-7500.
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