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Renowned Astronomer to Speak at Santiago Canyon College
Orange─ Santiago Canyon College welcomes research scientist and astronomer Dr. Michelle Thaller on Friday, February 29, 7:30 p.m. in room D-101.  Dr. Thaller will speak on the subject of infrared astronomy.  Following Dr. Thaller’s presentation, the audience will have the opportunity to engage in a question and answer session.  This event is free and open to the public, and light refreshments will be served.  
Dr. Thaller is a manager and astronomer at the Spitzer Science Center, located at the California Institute of Technology.  She specializes in studying the life and death of massive stars.  Dr. Thaller is credited with discovering an entirely new kind of star, the stripped-core subdwarf, formed when a dying binary star loses it atmosphere to the gravity of its companion star.  Her other discoveries include the characterization of colliding stellar winds in several massive binary star systems.  Dr. Thaller holds degrees in astrophysics and observational astrophysics, and has appeared on the Discovery Channel, the History Channel, the National Geographic Channel and NASA TV.  
“We’re excited to have a speaker of Dr. Michelle Thaller’s caliber visit the college,” said Interim Dean of Business, Math and Sciences Larry Mercadante.  “As our astronomy and other
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programs continue to grow, Santiago Canyon College students and the community will have many opportunities to hear presentations by outstanding visiting science educators.”  In order to meet student needs, the college will break ground on a new science building on Tuesday, March 25 at 10:30 a.m.  
For more information about this special presentation, please call (714) 628-4771.  For a map or directions to the college, please visit the website at www.sccollege.edu.  The college is located at 8045 E. Chapman Avenue in Orange, at the intersection of Newport and Chapman.  

Santiago Canyon College is a public community college of Rancho Santiago Community College District, serving the residents of Anaheim Hills, Irvine, Orange, Tustin and Villa Park.  The college provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry sectors. 

###
FOR RELEASE: IMMEDIATELY


CONTACT: ANNMARIE LIBRESCU


714-628-4745


librescu_annmarie@sccollege.edu








