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Santiago Canyon College Celebrates Grand Opening of Orange Education Center on February 3

(Santa Ana) —After a six-month whirlwind transformation from microchip plant to state-of-the-art educational facility, Santiago Canyon College (SCC) announces the grand opening of the Orange Educational Center (OEC) or so-called “miracle on Batavia Street.”  According to José Vargas, interim vice president of continuing education for the college, the makeover of the 92,500-square foot facility in a compressed timeframe was nothing less than astounding.  
“With a stringent January deadline, the construction company, the college district and the OEC staff worked together very closely to open the center on time,” said Vargas.


The grand opening of the new facility takes place on Thursday, February 3 at 11:30 a.m. on 1465 N. Batavia Street in Orange.  The event will offer tours of the new facility, instructional program displays and refreshments.  Entertainment will be provided by the Villa Park High School Madrigal Singers.  The $17 million facility was made possible by funding from a $337 million bond approved by college district voters in November 2002.


SCC’s continuing education division serves over 10,000 students annually and offers free, non-credit classes to the community in adult basic education, citizenship, English as a second language (ESL), business and computer skills, high school completion, GED preparation, older adult program, and parent education. The college district ranks third in the state for the number of students it serves through its non-credit continuing education program.  
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The new Orange Education Center houses 21 classrooms, each equipped with computers and a projector.  Some classrooms also have a connected instructional preparation room and a testing room.  The center has two state-of-the-art computer labs and an instructional language training center with 50 computer stations.  An adjunct instructor class preparation center, which includes eight computers, telephones and a wireless connection, provides a temporary workspace when needed for part-time instructors.
“The new center gives us access to more technology.  The classrooms are a lot more user friendly and accessible for students,” said Scott Essman, a part-time instructor at the Orange Education Center.  “I’ve noticed that the students are more relaxed and excited to learn.” 

  
The OEC also houses a teacher resource center where instructors can easily find books and materials for their students.  In addition, three large meeting rooms with moveable walls provide flexibility for community and college groups.  When all three rooms are connected, they hold over 150 people.  A new child development center houses preschool classrooms, a kitchen and a playground.  


Estevan Aguilar, an OEC student, said, “The new site has more to offer.  It is easier to work here because it is more spacious, calm and quiet.  With each class that I finish, I get more confidence in myself and this pushes me to do more.” 


Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College are public community colleges of Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide 

education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
# # #

[image: image3.png]District Office

2323 North Broadway

Santa Ana, CA 92706 - 1640

Santa Ana College Santiago Canyon College (714) 480-7500 Tel ~ (714) 796-3900 Fax




[image: image1.png]District Office

2323 North Broadway

Santa Ana, CA 92706 - 1640

Santa Ana College Santiago Canyon College (714) 480-7500 Tel ~ (714) 796-3900 Fax





[image: image1.png][image: image2.png][image: image3.png]