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SAC Student Newspaper el Don Wins National Crown Award 

(Santa Ana, CA)  – It’s a history of David vs. Goliath. For over 10 years, Santa Ana College’s student newspaper, el Don, has competed for state and national awards against prestigious universities with large budgets, more staff, and state-of-the-art equipment. Time and time again, however, Orange County students in the Santa Ana College journalism program have triumphed over four-year institutions and most recently claimed the highest victory of all as a community college– not one, but two Gold Crown Awards.  


On Saturday, March 18, in New York City, the Columbia Scholastic Press Association (CSPA) honored el Don with two College Newspaper Gold Crown Awards, which nationally recognize the highest academic merits of collegiate journalism. SAC is the only community college in the U.S. to receive the honor. 
“Our students at Santa Ana College have set the gold standard in collegiate journalism and are models for our university-level peers,” said journalism department chairman and el Don adviser Charles “Bud” Little. “I am continually impressed each year with the aspiring reporters that enroll in our program and dedicate themselves to continuing the award-winning legacy of el Don.” 


Editor-in-Chief Justin Burandt and Style Editor Nate Little accepted the award on behalf of the el Don staff during a ceremony at New York’s Roosevelt Hotel Grand Ballroom. Santa Ana College was one of only four colleges or universities to receive two Gold Crown Awards, sharing the distinction with Kansas State University; Indiana University; Iowa State University; Ball State University (Indiana); University of Texas at Austin; and University of Oklahoma.

At the ceremony Saturday, el Don was also recognized with the coveted College Media Advisers Apple Award, distinguishing the SAC publication as the best community college tabloid newspaper in America.
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The high quality of training and transfer preparation received through SAC’s journalism program was demonstrated in the recognition of three former editors of el Don who were simultaneously recognized as double Gold Crown winners: former editor-in-chiefs Anthony Mendoza and Emily Lawrence served on the Kansas State University team, and former magazine editor Dan Heister is a member of the Indiana University news staff. 


In addition to the double Gold Crown Awards and the College Media Advisers Apple Award, el Don currently holds the following national titles: 2006 National Community College Newspaper of the Year; 2005 Associated Collegiate Press First Place Best of Show, and the 2005 California Newspaper Publishers Association First Place Community College Newspaper.


The CSPA is a program of the Graduate School of Journalism at Columbia University in the city of New York. The highest awards given to publications by the CSPA each year are the Crown Awards, given to the top two percent of publications evaluated from the prior academic year.  Owned by Columbia University since 1925 and operated as an international student press association program, the Association has an enrollment of more than 1,500 members throughout North America and in certain overseas schools and colleges.  For more information, please visit http://www.columbia.edu/cu/cspa/CollegeCrownFinalists.


Santa Ana College is one of two colleges in the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  The college provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and workforce training for business and industry.
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