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Santa Ana College Hosts Second Annual Family Literacy Conference
“You Read to Me. I Read to You!”
 (Santa Ana)—Why children succeed or fail in school is one of the most debated issues of our day.  According to the National Center for Family Literacy, parent-child literacy activities in the home, including reading to children and helping children recognize letters, have been found to increase children’s language skills and their interest in books.  In fact, the more frequently parents reads to their children, the more likely the children will demonstrate emerging literacy skills.

On Saturday, May 14, local parents and their children are invited to attend the Second Annual Bilingual Family Literacy Conference at Santa Ana College.  The event will run from 8:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. with on-site registration beginning at 8:00 a.m. at Phillips Hall at Santa Ana College, 1530 W.17th Street, Santa Ana.  Free parking is available in student parking lots 6, 8 and 9.  All activities, including on-site childcare services for children age two and above, are offered free of charge to the community.
“Our goal is to give parents tools to empower them to help their children become better readers,” said Luisa Ruiz, conference coordinator and founder of the award-winning Reading Corners organization. “It’s so important that parents take the time to read aloud to their children in any language.”
When Ruiz started Reading Corners some six years ago, her dream was to instill the love of reading in children.  The first Reading Corner was in an empty apartment in her Santa Ana apartment complex, Villa del Sol.  Today the program has grown to 12 Santa Ana sites in apartment complexes and community centers and is supported by ENLACE, a W. K. Kellogg initiative for Hispanic higher education, and HUD through a 
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Hispanic-Serving Institutions Assisting Communities grant.

The Santa Ana College Family Literacy Conference is an extension of Ruiz’s 
dream.  Sponsored by Reading Corners, the event is offered in partnership with Santa Ana Federal Credit Union, Santa Ana College, Santa Ana Kiwanis and Santa Ana Unified School District and is endorsed by the Santa Ana Public Library Board. 
Parents are invited to attend age-specific workshops with the appropriate aged children, including pre-kindergarten, kindergarten to second grade, third to fifth grade. Presenters will be child development instructors from Santa Ana College and teachers from the Santa Ana Unified School District. Free childcare will be provided for children, age two or above, featuring storytelling and crafts by the Santa Ana Library staff.  The event’s keynote speaker is Dr. Juan Lara, assistant vice chancellor, Center for Educational Partnerships, University of California, Irvine.
Not only will parents leave with tools to support family literacy, they will also receive free books to start or expand home libraries. The books are provided through the efforts and donations of Santa Ana Federal Credit Union and Santa Ana Kiwanis. 

“We are expecting 400 parents and children this year,” said Ruiz. “We have a lot of wonderful activities planned and everything will be available in both Spanish and English.”

For more information, call (714) 241-5739. 

About Rancho Santiago Community College District

Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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