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Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College Offer Students “Free Money”

Financial Aid Available to Offset Rising Enrollment Fees

 (Santa Ana)—As California legislators breathe a sigh of relief, many of the state’s community college students worry how they will pay the increase in enrollment fees.  With the passage of the state budget, community college enrollment fees have increased 44 percent from $18 per unit to $26 per unit.


“A lot of students will definitely wonder how they’ll pay for the increase,” said Santa Ana College associated student government president Edith Ortiz. “They don’t know that there’s money out there that will help them.”


That’s why Santa Ana College (SAC) and Santiago Canyon College (SCC) have been actively telling prospective students about the availability of financial aid or “free money” as the district’s advertisements tout.  Through $38 million provided to community colleges statewide for financial aid outreach to offset the impact of increasing enrollment fees, word is getting out about help for students. Locally, SAC has used the designated extra funds to purchase targeted advertising. The campaign includes newspaper and movie theater advertisements as well as a billboard that will debut on August 1 along the north 57 freeway near Angels Stadium. At SCC, the funds were used to establish its own financial aid office to provide on campus assistance. 


“The extra outreach reminds students that money is out there,” said Arturo Vega, SCC associated student body senator.  “We’re still the most affordable state in the country to go to college.”


During 2003-2004, some 19,000 students attending SAC or SCC received Board of Governors fee waivers (BOGW) paying their enrollment fees for one or more semesters; 
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2,609 received federal financial aid while 733 benefited from Cal Grant awards.  Students are encouraged to apply for federal Pell grants, federal supplemental educational opportunity grants, federal work study, Cal Grant awards, Board of Governors fee waivers (BOGW), plus a variety of book and fee scholarship programs.  Student grants generally range from $400 to $4,050.


“The application process can appear daunting to students,” said Cecilia Vielma-Schouwe, SAC director of financial aid. “That’s why we’re telling prospective students that we’re here to walk them through the process. If they’re patient and do the homework, there is money to help them.”


With fall registration underway at SAC and SCC, administrators are seeing an increase in enrollment. Although they caution that it is too early to forecast final statistics, at SAC fall registration is up five percent and at SCC, 16 percent over the same registration period in 2003. New student registration begins on August 9 and continues through the start of fall semester on August 23.


 Both colleges are securing additional classroom space to meet instructional needs. At SCC, its new student services and instruction building and new parking lot will pave the way for dozens of additional class sections.  At SAC, additional classroom space has been opened up by using a conference room and the bungalow section of the campus.  SAC’s distance education department is working to provide more high demand classes online.  Both colleges are adding early morning, afternoon and weekend classes to meet diverse student schedules.


For information about registration and financial aid, prospective students can contact Santa Ana College at (714) 564-6000 or www.sac.edu and Santiago Canyon College at (714) 628-4900 or www.sccollege.edu. 

Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry. 
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