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Santa Ana College announces the 

2005 Alumni Achievement Hall of Fame Inductees


Five former students of Santa Ana College will be inducted to the Alumni Achievement Hall of Fame at a ceremony scheduled for Friday, May 20, in Santa Ana College’s Phillips Hall at 3:30 p.m. The celebration will be followed by a catered reception in the adjacent patio area.


The inductees for 2005 are Silas H. Abrego, Ed. D., Victor Cota, Ph.D., Carolyn Ann Griebe, Sinan Kanatsiz, and Sylvia F. Mendez. 
Dr. Silas H. Abrego is presently the associate vice-president for student affairs at California State University, Fullerton. He has served in this position for 20 years. Dr. Abrego graduated from Santa Ana College in 1968. He is actively involved in Hispanic-focused organizations playing key roles in many. He has served as an advisory board member for the Orange County Hispanic Endowment Fund, the Hispanic American Commitment to Educational Resources and has chaired the Orange County United Way’s Hispanic Development Council. Dr. Abrego’s passion is to assist young people to prepare and succeed in college, particularly underrepresented students who would not otherwise begin or continue in higher education. 

Dr. Victor Cota is currently a service chief for the Orange County Health Care Agency. He coordinates the mental health services for children and supervises psychiatrists, psychologists, and social and mental health workers. Dr. Cota received his associate of arts degree from Santa Ana College in 1977. He has written in both English and Spanish for several newspapers and magazines. He strives to empower those working in the community to work together and find solutions that will benefit all involved. Dr. Cota’s community participation includes membership of the community service organization Los Amigos and volunteer work as mentor through the PUENTE program. 

Carolyn Ann Griebe is the executive director of the Anaheim based non-profit California corporation Paint Your Heart Out (PYHO) Inc. She graduated from Santa Ana College in 1982 with an associate’s degree in child development. Thanks to Griebe’s leadership and experience, PYHO has repainted, restored and refurbished 625 local homes with 100 more to be finished by the end of 2005. To date, the work completed is valued at $4.5 million in neighborhood improvements at no cost to the homeowners. Carolyn Griebe’s hard work and dedication for the community has changed the life of many elderly and disabled residents. 
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Sinan Kanatsiz is the founder and CEO of K-Comm, Newsblaster.com and Strevenue, businesses that deal with corporate communications and specialized marketing on the internet. Kanatsiz attended Santa Ana College from 1993 to 1995. His strategic plans developed for various companies, such as Sony and Toshiba, garnered two PROTOS award, the highest honor given by the Orange County chapter of the Public Relations Society of America. Sinan Kanatsiz takes his leadership role in the community to high standards. He mentors high school and college students and has lectured in many national conferences about public relations, marketing and technology. 

Sylvia F. Mendez is a retired nurse after working her entire career at USC Medical Center. Mendez attended Santa Ana College from 1955 to 1957. In 1942, when she was eight, she was turned away from an all-white school in Orange County. Because if this injustice, her parents, Gonzalo and Felicitas Mendez, lead a lawsuit  (Mendez v. Westminster) that eventually ended legal school segregation in California seven years before the Brown v. Board of Education case. Sylvia Mendez now travels around the country to talk to students of all levels about the importance of her parents’ fight for justice. 
During the 1990-91 academic year, Santa Ana College celebrated its 75th anniversary. To commemorate this event, the college Foundation took a lead in formalizing a Hall of Fame recognition program to honor the college’s most distinguished graduates. The new Hall of Fame is an extension of the college’s long-standing Alumni Achievement Awards program that started in 1955. For the past 50 years, the awards program has honored over 100 outstanding alumni. 


Annual nominations for the Hall of Fame are solicited in the month of March with a selection process occurring in April. The selection committee is composed of a cross segment of college faculty, staff, students and Foundation board members. The winners are officially presented and formally inducted at the college’s annual commencement ceremony. 

The Santa Ana College Foundation fosters support for the college, its students and faculty. It is a non-profit corporation with a volunteer board of directors. Their commitment is to generate the resources needed to expand programs, improve facilities, and support students. For more information, contact Foundation Director Carol Krumbach at (714) 564-6091.
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