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Veteran CFO Named Vice Chancellor of Business Operations & Fiscal Services for the Rancho Santiago Community College District

 (Santa Ana)— Last night at a specially scheduled meeting of the Board of Trustees of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD), the board took action to approve the appointment of Peter John Hardash as the district’s vice chancellor of business operations and fiscal services.  Hardash has spent the past nine years working as the chief business official (CBO)/chief financial officer (CFO) for various community colleges.  He will officially join RSCCD on July 17.  Hardash replaces Mark Zacovic, who was recently appointed president of San Jacinto Community College in Hemet, CA.  

Hardash was selected through a statewide recruitment effort.  “Peter has a stellar professional reputation as a skillful community college CFO and leader.  He understands the complex world of community college finance, and has a demonstrated track record in successfully managing fiscal services and business operations, including the management multi-million dollar renovation and new construction efforts funded by general obligation bonds.  Peter is a perfect fit for my team not only due to his high level of professionalism and skills, but also due to his integrity and unweaving commitment to excellence.  He embodies the qualities I look for when hiring a new strategic leader,” explained Eddie Hernandez, Ed.D., chancellor.

In his new post, Hardash will oversee all business operations, including payroll, accounting, purchasing, security, facility operations and maintenance, and all projects funded under Measure E, the $337 million general obligation bond approved by area voters in 2002 to expand and improve facilities at Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College.  In addition, he will construct and monitor the district’s annual budget, serve as the district’s liaison to the 
Citizens’ Oversight Committee (which monitors Measure E expenditures) and provide strategic direction on fiscal matters to the district’s two colleges.   

Since 2001, Hardash has served as the vice president of administrative services for the Pasadena Community College District.  As the college’s CFO, he has been responsible for all 
-more-
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business operations and fiscal services including the preparation and evaluation of the college’s annual budget.  He has supervised the college’s technology master plan, interfaced with the Citizens’ Oversight Committee for Measure P (the college’s general obligation bond), and has overseen bond-funded new construction and renovation efforts.  

Prior to that, Hardash served as the vice president of business services for Cerritos College, supervising similar functions.  In addition to nearly a decade of community college administrative leadership experience, he also served as the assistant superintendent of business services for Beverly Hills Unified, the director of fiscal services for Downey Unified School District, and the assistant financial director of Glendale Unified School District.

Hardash holds an MBA from Pepperdine University and BA in business administration from Loyola-Marymount University. 

The mission of RSCCD is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  The district’s two colleges – Santiago Canyon and Santa Ana College - promote open access and celebrate the diversity of students and staff, as well as the community.  RSCCD serves more than 45,000 students at Santiago Canyon College, Santa Ana College, regional educational centers and about 200 locations in the communities of Santa Ana, Orange, Tustin, Garden Grove, Villa Park, Anaheim Hills, and Irvine.  Both colleges provide coursework for academic transfer and career advancement, customized training for business and industry, and classes for personal and professional enrichment.  To learn more about RSCCD, Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College visit www.rsccd.org, www.sccollege.edu and www.sac.edu.
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