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SAC Counselor John Acuña Recognized as a Nominee for the 2007 O.C. Teacher of the Year 
(Santa Ana, CA)  –  Santa Ana College (SAC) Counselor John Acuña, resident of Tustin, was recently honored at the 2007 Orange County Teachers of the Year awards ceremony at the Disneyland Hotel in the Grand Ballroom.  During the recognition, Acuña was highlighted as a nominee, presented a certificate, and awarded $900 from the James Hines Foundation. The awards were coordinated by the O.C. Department of Education and co-sponsored by the James Hines Foundation, the Walt Disney Company, the Orange County Register, and the Orange County Teachers Federal Credit Union.

Being raised in Santa Ana, Acuña’s life encompasses a history as a student and faculty member of both the Santa Ana Unified School District (SAUSD) and SAC.  He earned his teaching credential from the University of California at Irvine and his master’s degree from Chapman University.  He began his teaching career in the United States Army before joining SAUSD. In 1988, he was hired at SAC and is presently a counselor, assistant professor of counseling classes, and coordinator of SAC’s Freshmen Experience Program. 

Acuña developed the Freshman Experience Program at SAC to increase academic student success of first-year students.  The program is designed to offer valuable tips on how to study, take notes, manage time, excel in exams, and understand lifelong learning. 

“We provide many opportunities for our students to refine these developing skills and enable them to go above and beyond what is expected of them,” said Acuña. 


Under his supervision, the Freshmen Experience Program has helped over 9,000 students and has demonstrated retention, pass rates, transfer rates, and graduation rates increases. 

“Our time is dedicated to helping incoming students succeed in college life, with a strong focus on personal development,” Acuña expressed.  
In 2005, Acuña was recognized as the first Latino and the first alumnus of SAC to receive the Distinguished Faculty Award – the highest honor bestowed by colleagues at SAC upon a faculty 
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member. He was recognized for his many contributions toward student success and his leadership in the counseling department. 
Acuña has obtained many other awards throughout his career. Some of these include the Apple of Gold Award for Educational Leadership from the Hispanic Educational Endowment Fund, the Distinguished Alumni Achievement Award from the SAC Foundation, and the Counselor-of-the-Year Award from the Professional Guidance Association of Orange County. 

“I could have never imagined when I first came to SAC, in 1962, as a high school senior that I would become a member of the faculty, be a recipient of the Outstanding Alumni Award, receive the Distinguished Faculty Award for teaching excellence, and be nominated for a Teacher of the Year award,” said Acuña. “As the first person in my family to earn a high school diploma, a bachelor’s and master’s degree, I must say that it is a humbling experience.” 

Santa Ana College is a public community college that serves nearly 50,000 credit and non-credit students annually.  SAC provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and workforce training for business and industry.
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