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O.C. Colleges Celebrate the March of the “Kinder”

KinderCaminata Gives Children First Taste of College 

(Santa Ana)—Beginning March 17, thousands of kindergarten students will march at four local community college campuses chanting, “¡Sí, se puede! [Yes, you can.] marking the 13th annual KinderCaminata.  This “children’s walk” opens the door to future possibilities for area youngsters: career choices, a college education, and support for their cultural heritage.

KinderCaminata started in Orange County in 1994 and now includes four community colleges in Southern California and one in the Bay Area.  In 1993, Galal Kernahan proposed the concept of KinderCaminata to Los Amigos of Orange County, a service organization dedicated to enhancing opportunities in the Latino community.  The first KinderCaminata attracted 2,000 students to Santa Ana College on March 31, 1994.  Since then, KinderCaminata has introduced more than 82,000 students to institutions of higher education.  
“Education is the key to their future,” said Sergio Contreras, president of KinderCaminata and Westminster School Board trustee. “This year, we are celebrating the fact that the first students to take part in KinderCaminata will be entering college in the fall.”

They all come to college campuses with stars in their eyes pondering a single question, “What do I want to be when I grow up?”  The children, many of them from immigrant, low-income families, proudly wear their dreams on placards around their necks—a teacher, a nurse, a firefighter, an astronaut, an ice skater and even president. 

Orange County college campuses will come alive as 6,000 kindergarteners from 17 school districts walk through a series of career stations. At Santiago Canyon College on March 17, youngsters will visit a mock court room and meet a real Orange County judge, see how the brain functions at the Psychology Club station, find out how cartoons come to life from professional animators and then vote for their favorite cartoon character at the Associated Student Body booth.  At Santa Ana College on March 24, the class of 2020 will learn life-saving
techniques from firefighters, see uniformed police officers and a patrol car, and get up close and 
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personal with (water bottle) jet propulsion.  On March 31, the festivities at Cypress College include a special recognition of the college’s tenth KinderCaminata.

Approximately 6,000 wide-eyed kindergarten students from six school districts will tour four community colleges in Orange County from March 17 to April 28.

The dates and times of the Orange County events follow:


Santiago Canyon College 
Friday, March 17
8:30 a.m. to 11:30 a.m. 

Santa Ana College

Friday, March 24
8:45 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
Cypress College 

Friday, March 31
8:30 a.m. to noon  
Golden West College

Friday, April 28

8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
The annual children’s march is inspired by César Chávez’s perseverance and vision and is held near his March 31 birth date. KinderCaminata is a non-profit organization supported by its annual fundraiser, Salute to Chancellors, Presidents, Superintendents, and is governed by a volunteer board of directors composed of four Orange County community college district chancellors, university, business and community leaders. 


For more information, please contact Teresa Mercado-Cota at (714) 480-7505. 
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