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Santiago Canyon College Presents 
A Concert of American Spirituals and Gospel Music

Orange─The Santiago Canyon College Music Department will present an exciting program of American spirituals and gospel music at its fall concert on Sunday, November 9, 4 p.m. at the First Presbyterian Church of Orange.

“This will be a concert that celebrates music that is truly American,” said Mike Short, director of choral music at Santiago Canyon College.  “From the rousing opening spiritual, ‘Lift Every Voice For Freedom,’ an arrangement by Moses Hogan that sets the tone and the message for this concert, to the grand finale, a sing-a-long of the favorite spiritual, “Amen,” written by Jester Hairston for the movie ‘Lilies of the Field,’ it is music that soars with spirit and energy.”

The concert, titled “Lift Every Voice,” will combine the voices of the 80-member Master Chorale and the 40-member Collegiate Singers in selections that demand the power of 120 voices and can raise the roof in compositions that include “Elijah Rock” and “I’m Gonna Sing Till The Spirit Moves in my Heart,” both arranged by Hogan. 

In the second half of the concert, the combined choirs will present “The Gospel Mass” by the contemporary composer and educator Dr. Robert Ray. 

Short explained, “This is a traditional mass setting presented in a style that showcases the elements of gospel music at its best. It’s very up-tempo, with a number of solos and exciting harmonies that create the atmosphere of a gospel festival.”
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Tickets for adults are $10 and may be purchased at the door or in advance by calling 714-628-5033. Children may attend at no cost.

The First Presbyterian Church of Orange is located at 191 N. Orange St. in the City of Orange. 
About Santiago Canyon College

Santiago Canyon College is a public community college of Rancho Santiago Community College District, serving the residents of Anaheim Hills, Irvine, Orange, Tustin and Villa Park. The college provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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