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Men’s Soccer: Santa Ana Nabs Runner-up Honors in NSCAA’s Final Division III Men’s Soccer Poll
SANTA ANA, CA – Just 48 hours after the Santa Ana College men’s soccer team claimed its record-setting seventh California community college state title with a 3-1 win over previously unbeaten Santa Rosa Junior College (23-1) in the finals of the 2005 California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics Men's Soccer Championship presented by US Bank, Sunday (December 11), the Dons added a national runner-up finish to their list of team accomplishments.

 Santa Ana found itself ranked second behind Herkimer County Community College (New York) when the National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA)/adidas Junior College Men’s Division III final poll was released today (Tuesday). The Generals (21-1) shut out Richland College (Texas), 2-0, in the championship match of the National Junior College Athletic Association’s (NJCAA) national playoffs back on November 13 while Santa Ana finished its season with a 24-2-1 overall record. The Dons’ 24 wins were the most wins recorded by any two-year college men’s soccer team in the country this season. 

Richland (13-5-4) finished the season ranked third in the final poll while Santa Rosa (23-1) finished fourth after suffering its only loss of the season to the Dons in Sunday’s championship game.
 “This is truly an unbelievable experience,” said Dons’ head coach Jose Vasquez, who has posted a     43-2-5 overall in his first two seasons at Santa Ana. “As a coach you dream of playing for a state or national title each year, but to have that opportunity two years in a row as been truly exciting.” 

Last Sunday (December 11), Hugo Ramos and Omar Ramos each scored a goal and assisted on another to lead Santa Ana to its second consecutive men’s state soccer title.
It was Santa Ana’s seventh California Community Colleges state title and second under Vasquez, who is a candidate for West Region NSCAA Coach of the Year. 
- more –

2-2-2-2-2     Santa Ana Nabs Runner-up Honors In Final NSCAA Poll
The Dons outscored their four post-season opponents, 17-5, en route to their state and national runner-up titles. Following the state championship game, freshman midfielder Abraham Cruz was named the State Soccer Championships' Most Valuable Player after scoring two goals in Santa Ana's two wins over Cabrillo College and Santa Rosa.
“I can’t say enough about each member of this year’s team and what he contributed this year,” said Vasquez. “It seemed like we had a different starting lineup for each match due to injuries and other factors but the players overcame each of those challenges. This year’s state title and national runner-up finish was truly a team effort.”
Vasquez, who played for the Dons in 1989 and 1990 and led them to a pair of Orange Empire Conference (OEC) runner-up finishes, assumed the men’s soccer head coaching duties at Santa Ana following the retirement of legendary soccer coach J.P. Frutos at the end of the 2003 season. Vasquez spent 11 years under Frutos’ guidance and helped his mentor win one national title, four state titles and 10 consecutive conference championships before taking over the head coaching duties in 2004. Vasquez continued Santa Ana’s dominance of the OEC by winning the school’s 12th straight conference title with an 11-2-1 mark this past season.

The Dons’ second-year head coach, who played professionally for seven different teams including the Los Angeles Galaxy (1996-97), still holds Santa Ana single-season scoring records for fastest goal (10 seconds), hat tricks (4) and goals in a game (7).

NSCAA website: www.nscaa.com
About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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