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Santiago Canyon College’s Marcelo Pimentel Selected as 2006 Orange County Community College Teacher of the Year
May 17—Santiago Canyon College associate professor of philosophy and department chair Marcelo Pimentel was chosen as Orange County’s top community college teacher of 2006.  Pimentel heard the news while teaching his Philosophy 110 class on May 11.  He was surprised in the classroom by a visit from Orange County Superintendent of Schools Bill Habermehl and others, accompanied by an Orange County Register reporter and photographer. Pimentel gratefully accepted the trophy and $15,000 award, then sent the visitors on their way so that his students could finish presenting their final class projects. 

Pimentel is a popular and charismatic teacher who was selected by his peers to receive Santiago Canyon College’s Faculty Excellence Award 2004.  He was also the 2003 faculty commencement speaker, an honor that is determined by student vote. 
As a first-generation college student of immigrant, working class parents, Pimentel relates well to the ethnically diverse students he teaches.  He moved to Southern California from Brazil with his family at the age of five.  “My father Joseph would push education throughout my childhood,” Pimentel said.  “He never finished the third grade and wanted to make sure I got everything I could from school.”  

Pimentel speaks Portuguese (his first language), English, and learned Spanish as a teenager. After transferring to Cal State Fullerton as an art major, he describes “falling in love” with philosophy.  He completed his bachelor’s degree at Fullerton and received his master’s degree from the University of Nevada, Reno. 
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Pimentel’s award-winning teaching philosophy involves imagining his classes as philosophic communities who grapple with important questions. Like Socrates, Pimentel uses the dialectic method (question and answer) to enable everyone in the classroom to learn and teach together.  He is guided by the belief that philosophy increases self-awareness, helps students identify what they believe and value, and provides a guide for conduct in the journey through life. “Every day is another opportunity to help students expand their horizons, see further, think more deeply, and grow as people,” Marcelo said. 
“Marcelo Pimentel is a gifted professor who is humble and modest about his talents and professional accomplishments,” said President Juan Vázquez. “For students, he introduces one of the more esoteric, yet fundamental disciplines, philosophy, with a clear and exciting approach. He is truly a model teacher.”
“Receiving this prestigious award is a reminder of how indebted and grateful I am to my wife, students, parents, teachers, staff and colleagues for helping me succeed as a human being and as a professor,” Marcelo said.  He and his wife Julie live in Fullerton.   

Santiago Canyon College is a public community college of Rancho Santiago Community College District serving the residents of Anaheim Hills, Irvine, Orange, Tustin and Villa Park.  The college provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry. 
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