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Rancho Santiago Community College District 

Appoints Student Trustee 
(Santa Ana)—Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) has appointed 24-year-old Michele Hutchison-Kovacs to serve as the student representative on its Board of Trustees.  
Hutchison-Kovacs, who earned an associate degree in liberal studies with a 3.55 GPA at Santiago Canyon College in June 2007, attends classes at both Santa Ana and Santiago Canyon Colleges.  She is a member of Psi Beta, the national honor society in psychology for community colleges, and Phi Theta Kappa, the international honor society for two year colleges.  Her future plans include transferring to a four-year university and attending law school.
Hutchison-Kovacs attended La Entrada School, an independent high school study program in the Placentia-Yorba Linda Unified School District. While enrolled in high school, she took her first college class—Biology 101.  After graduating from high school at 17, she worked as a department supervisor for Office Depot, left to attend college, and took time off to get married and have a baby.  Her husband, an investment manager with Wells Fargo, encouraged her to go back and finish her education.  
 “As a returning student, I understand the balancing of family, work and school. The typical community college student isn’t right out of high school today,” she said.

Last year, Hutchison-Kovacs served as chair of the programming board for SCC’s Associated Student Body (ASB) helping each student minister as he or she worked towards common goals.  Previously, she served as the ASB’s minister of rules and justice, ensuring that the governing group adhered to the Brown Act, Robert’s Rules of Order, and parliamentary procedures.
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“When I got involved in student government, I discovered a place where I could develop and exercise my leadership and problem solving skills,” Hutchison-Kovacs said.
Besides figuring out which four-year university to transfer to, she plans on concentrating her efforts on her work as student trustee.  Her class schedule is minimal allowing her the time to focus on diverse student needs as their voice on the RSCCD Board of Trustees. 

Her work as a student trustee has already taken her to the Community College League of California student trustee workshop in San Jose where she met fellow student trustees.  The student trustees discussed their responsibilities, how to be effective board members, and state policy issues.  

Local student issues of importance to her include the student activities fee, recycling on campus, facility needs, and ensuring sufficient student parking.

 “I’m doing a lot of research to find out how I can best serve.  I’m talking with the trustees, the chancellor, student government at both campuses, and plan on attending a lot of committee meetings,” said Hutchison-Kovacs.  “I am really lucky and blessed to get to know so many caring people who are there for the students.”  
She lives in Fullerton with her husband Jeremy Kovacs and two-year-old daughter Mika.
About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.
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