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Santa Ana College Holds First Training Class in Vietnamese 
for Childcare Providers
Orientation on March 7; Classes Begin on March 12
(Santa Ana, CA)  –As the community grows, the need definitely exists for more qualified childcare providers who are able to provide culturally sensitive services to the Vietnamese community.  

Have you ever thought about starting your own home-based childcare business? If you would like to learn how, you are invited to attend a one-hour orientation on Wednesday, March 7 at 5:30 p.m. The introductory session is scheduled for Santa Ana College’s Centennial Child Development Center, 2900 W. Edinger Ave., Building C-101 in Santa Ana. The free training classes, available in English and Vietnamese, will begin on March 12 and run until June 7 from 6:00 p.m. to 10:00 p.m. on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays.  Please note that the classes will take place at Valley High School in Santa Ana and the orientation session is slated for Centennial Education Center. The classes are free; there is a $40 material charge for the required first aid/CPR class. For more information, call (714) 241-5739.

In 2000, thanks to an Hispanic Serving Institutions Assisting Communities Program (HSIAC) grant, Santa Ana College created the Microenterprise Center for Childcare Providers to serve Spanish-speaking residents. The center succeeded in increasing the number of home-based childcare providers among low- and moderate-income Hispanic residents. Now, thanks to a Housing and Urban Development Grant (HUD), the Microenterprise Center program has been expanded to serve the Vietnamese community.
The new childcare provider training program will be offered bilingually in English and Vietnamese as requested by the community. The curriculum provided will incorporate traditional Vietnamese songs, games, stories, and cultural celebrations. The program prepares participants to meet California's childcare licensing requirements. The program's 128 hours of training providesbasic information about small business operation, including the development of a business plan, instruction about child development and age-appropriate activities. In addition, participants will be made aware of the administrative requirements set by the state licensing agency. To meet current legal requirements, all family childcare providers must complete 20 hours of health training in pediatric CPR, pediatric first aid, 
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infectious diseases, and prevention of childhood injuries. 


After completing the program and becoming licensed, graduates of the program will be added to the roster of providers of Children's Home Society, the resource and referral agency for Orange County. Business consultants from the Orange County Small Business Development Center (OCSBDC) will be available to advise participants on a variety of business practices. For more information, contact Gloria Guzman, co-director of the Microenterprise Center at (714) 241-5739.
About Santa Ana College

Santa Ana College is a public community college that serves nearly 50,000 credit and non-credit students annually.  SAC provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.  
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