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Santiago Canyon College Offers Naturalist Training

Orange, CA--Those who want to explore and learn more about Orange County’s last remaining wildlands and parks are urged to enroll in the inaugural Naturalist Docent Training class that begins Tuesday, June 24 at Santiago Canyon College.

“This eight-week class is designed to help you become a well-informed hiker who also is qualified to lead tours for volunteer organizations, such as the Sierra Club and Scouting groups,” said Tricia Evans, dean of career education at Santiago Canyon College. 
The class will meet Tuesdays on campus from 6 to 9 p.m., and Thursdays at local venues for three-hour hikes from 5 to 8 p.m. Participants should be able to maintain a steady pace over moderately difficult terrain; a thorough description of the hikes (rated easy to moderate) will be provided at the first class session.

According to instructor Brian Hughes, “This course really covers the basics of Orange County natural history, including plants, wildlife, geology and basic ecology. Because the campus is located adjacent to the Cleveland National Forest and the Irvine Ranch wildlands and parks, as well as other unincorporated areas that comprise the last true wilderness in Orange County, it’s the perfect venue for this course.” Hughes is a field naturalist with the Irvine Ranch Conservancy.  He holds a masters of science degree in environmental studies policy and planning from California State University, Fullerton, and is a Certified Interpretive Guide through the National Association for Interpretation, a professional organization whose members work at parks, museums, nature centers, zoos, botanical gardens, aquariums and other sites. 
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In addition to learning in the classroom and on the trail, students will have access to a remarkable collection of educational materials located in the college library.  “We are extremely grateful for generous donations that allowed us to acquire material appropriate for a range of interests and expertise. These include field naturalist guidebooks such as ‘Day Hikes Around Orange County,’ ‘Early Use of California Plants,’ and ‘Encyclopedia of Tracks and Scats’ to books that explore sharing nature with children,” Evans added. 

Those who complete the two-unit course, which costs $20/unit, will receive a docent training certificate, “but most important, you will have the tools and skills you need to be a confident, professional tour leader, wherever you choose to work or volunteer,” said Evans. It may also lead to opportunities to explore future educational and employment opportunities as an Environmental Technician, an emerging career occupation in the fast-growing “green industry.”  

For more information about this unique program, please call (714) 628-4883.

Santiago Canyon College is a public community college of Rancho Santiago Community College District, serving the residents of Anaheim Hills, Orange and Villa Park. The college provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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