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Rancho Santiago Community College District’s Student Trustee Believes in Community Service
(Santa Ana)— Since Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) appointed Erik Santacruz as the student representative on its Board of Trustees in July, he finds himself running non-stop from one meeting to another. 


“I am enjoying being a trustee; it’s a hard job,” said Santacruz. “I work seven days a week at all hours.”
Santacruz, an 18-year-old Santa Ana resident and second year political science and psychology major with a 3.7 GPA, attends classes at both Santa Ana and Santiago Canyon Colleges.  His future plans include transferring to a four-year university—preferably UC Berkeley, Stanford or UCI—and attending law school.

After graduating from Century High School, Santacruz enrolled at Santa Ana College (SAC) where he is in the Honors Transfer Program.  At SAC, in addition to serving as a judicial representative for the Associated Student Government during his freshman year, he has volunteered for the AmeriCorps Foster Youth Mentoring Project and serves as a mentor for a 15-year-old foster child.  Through SAC’s Service Learning Program, Santacruz has also volunteered at CHOC’s Radio Lollipop involving young patients in fun activities linked to child-focused radio programs.  In addition, he helped Habitat for Humanity build a home for an Anaheim family.  His latest project, “Steps for Hope” is collecting used shoes for foster children with AIDS in Africa.
“I have to be good at scheduling myself to keep my priorities straight,” said Santacruz.

Top on his list are his academic priorities.  He takes a full load of classes, including psychology, political science, history and human development.  Santacruz is a member of Phi Theta Kappa, the international community college honor society, and Alpha Gamma Sigma, the honor society for California community colleges.
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His work as a student trustee has taken him to the Community College League of California student trustee workshop in Santa Clara and the Leadership Congress of the Association of Community College Trustees in Orlando, Florida.  Student issues that he is focusing on include transportation assistance for part-time students, ensuring sufficient student parking, and escalating textbook prices. 
Despite a very hefty schedule of classes, activities, and meetings, Santacruz finds time to help his mother Martha Santacruz, who recently opened “Patzcuáro,” her new restaurant in downtown Santa Ana. Whenever he can, Santacruz can be found working at the restaurant assisting at the cash register, running errands and making deliveries. 

“I’m working hard as a student trustee,” said Santacruz.  “It’s empowering.  I’m grateful as I’m learning so much.”
About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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