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Santa Ana, Cypress Sweep Orange County    Community College Coach & Athlete of the Year Honors
SANTA ANA, CA – Santa Ana College’s Jose Vasquez (men’s soccer coach) and Peter Espinoza (men’s soccer) and Cypress College’s Margaret Mohr (women’s basketball coach) and Brianna “Breezie” James (volleyball, basketball/softball) were recognized by the Orange Empire Conference (OEC) sports information directors at their annual meeting as the top community college coaches and athletes in Orange County for the 2004-2005 season.
Powered by their 11th straight OEC men’s soccer title, sixth California community college state title and second NSCCA/adidas national title Santa Ana College’s men’s soccer coach Jose Vasquez and freshman forward/defender Peter Espinoza (Century HS) were honored as the OC Men’s Coach of the Year and OC Male Athlete of the Year, respectively, while Cypress College swept the women’s accolades when Chargers’ women’s basketball coach Margaret Mohr was named the OC Women’s Coach of the Year and three-sport standout Brianna “Breezie” James (Downey Calvary Chapel HS) was selected as the OC Female Athlete of the Year following Cypress’ first-ever women’s state basketball title.
Vasquez and Mohr were runaway winners in the coach balloting each receiving all but one first-place vote. Vasquez beat out Orange Coast College’s John Altobelli (baseball), Saddleback College’s Mark McElroy (football), Irvine Valley College’s Kent Madole (baseball), Cypress College’s Rod Petkovic (soccer) and Santiago Canyon College’s Tom Shine (golf). In the women’s voting, Mohr outdistanced Golden West College’s Albert Gasparian (volleyball), Santiago Canyon College’s Ian Woodhead (soccer) Orange Coast College’s Janice Maran (tennis) and Irvine Valley College’s Ben Burnett (golf).
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Espinoza, meanwhile, edged Fullerton College’s sophomore all-America defensive lineman and USC-bound, Gabe Long, for the Orange County Male Athlete of the Year. Others receiving votes for male athlete honors were Orange Coast’s Humberto Rojas (cross country/track & field), Saddleback College’s Kevin Kim (golf), Cypress College’s Brandon Barnes (baseball) and Irvine Valley’s Chris Saddoris.
In the OC Female Athletic of the Year voting, James nipped Santa Ana College’s Elle Cruikshank (track & field), Saddleback College’s Alyssa Gibson (swimming & diving), Golden West College’s Katie Jackels (volleyball), Orange Coast College’s Ludi Valdez (cross country/track & field), Santiago Canyon College’s Kim Horn (soccer) and Fullerton College’s Desirae Martinez (basketball/track & field).
Santa Ana College and Cypress College are California community college institutions and members of the Orange Empire Conference (OEC) that includes Fullerton College, Golden West College, Irvine Valley College, Orange Coast College, Riverside College, Saddleback College, Santiago Canyon College.

Note: Brief bios of Espinoza, James, Mohr and Vasquez follow press release
Photos: Images of Espinoza, James, Mohr and Vasquez available upon request
About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.

#  #  #
2004-05 Orange County Community College

Coach and Athlete of the Year Honorees
Men’s Coach of the Year

Jose Vasquez, Santa Ana College, men’s soccer coach
In just his first season as head coach at Santa Ana College, Jose Vasquez led the Dons’ men’s soccer team to a 19-0-4 overall record, a record sixth California Community Colleges state men’s soccer championship, an 11th consecutive Orange Empire Conference (OEC) title and the No. 1 spot in the final National Soccer Coaches Association of America (NSCAA)/adidas Junior College Division III Men's Soccer national poll. The Dons were the only two-year college soccer team in the country to finish the season undefeated. In December, Vasquez was honored by NSCAA/adidas as its 2004 Junior College Division III Men's Soccer West Region Coach of the Year and in January 2005 was named the NSCAA/adidas National Coach of the Year.

Male Athlete of the Year

Peter Espinoza, Santa Ana College, men’s soccer
Freshmen forward/defender Peter Espinoza was instrumental in Santa Ana College (19-0-4) winning its second NSCAA/adidas Junior College Division III Men's Soccer national title, record sixth California Community Colleges state men’s soccer championship and 11th consecutive OEC men’s soccer title in Fall 2004. During the 2004 playoffs, Espinoza, who was named the CCC state soccer championships' most valuable player, was involved in 11 of the 15 goals scored by Santa Ana. He recorded five goals and six assists including one goal and three assists in the Dons' two wins over Hartnell (3-0) and Cerritos (3-0) in the 2004 Citi California Community Colleges Commission on Athletics Soccer Championships held at Oxnard College. Espinoza finished the season with 18 goals and 21 assists despite spending considerable time as a defender due to injuries. He was named first team all-OEC and was a member of the NSCAA/adidas Junior College all-Far West Region and first team all-America teams. 
Women’s Coach of the Year

Margaret Mohr, Cypress College, women’s basketball coach
Margaret Mohr guided the Cypress College women’s basketball team to its first-ever California Community College’ state championship with a 69-65 win over Pasadena City College, the top-seeded team in Southern California. The Chargers (28-5), who set a school record with their 28 wins in 2004-05, finished second in the Orange Empire Conference (OEC) title chase with an 11-3 mark. Cypress upended four higher-seeded teams in the five playoff games including San Joaquin Delta, the top-seeded team from Northern California, and Pasadena City College in the championship game. Mohr has led the Chargers to six consecutive post-season appearances and four straight winning seasons. Over the past four years, Cypress is 84-45 (.651) overall and 36-20 (.642) in league play.
Women’s Athlete of the Year

Brianna “Breezie” James, Cypress College, women’s volleyball/basketball/softball
Freshman Brianna “Breezie” James helped three Cypress College teams to three state tournament appearances including a state title in women’s basketball. As an outside hitter in volleyball, she was a first-team all-OEC selection and led the 16th-seeded Chargers to a first-round upset of top-seeded El Camino College. In basketball she was an instrumental player off the bench averaging 4.2 points and 4.4 rebounds per game. James helped lead Cypress to its second straight runner-up finish in OEC action and its first-ever women’s basketball state title. This past Spring, the former Downey Calvary Chapel High School-product earned a starting spot on the Chargers’ softball team that won the OEC title with a 17-1 record and advanced to the state tournament for the 16th time in 17 years. She batted .315 in 30 games.
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