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Honor Society Selects SAC Student as International Distinguished Chapter President 

Phi Theta Kappa Announces Amanda McKitterick as a Star Leader
(Santa Ana, CA)  –  Phi Theta Kappa (PTK), honor society for two-year colleges, announced last week their selection of Santa Ana College (SAC) student Amanda McKitterick as one of  its International Distinguished Chapter Presidents.  The announcement was made at the PTK International Convention held in Seattle, Wash. The recognition coincides with McKitterick’s win of the Distinguished Chapter President award for the California-Nevada region in the fall, which was a first for SAC’s chapter.
Santa Ana College has the oldest chapter (Alpha Beta) of Phi Theta Kappa in the state of California. With approximately 200 members, SAC's chapter is strong, active, and distinguished.  
 “My college career, my studies and my life have all been truly enriched by my [PTK] involvement,” said McKitterick who resides in Corona, CA. “Our accomplishments as a club reflect on the members’ commitment to  excel in all areas to meet PTK’s mission.”
PTK’s mission is to recognize and encourage the academic achievement of two-year college students, and provide opportunities for individual growth and development through participation in honors, leadership, service, and fellowship programming. McKitterick underscores that all three of her PTK advisers, Dr. Tom Osborne, Dr. Ginger Osborne and Kathy Patterson, have played a key role in helping her implement PTK’s mission and contributed a great deal to her development as a student, leader and an individual. 

A few of McKitterick’s duties as president of her PTK chapter include developing goals for the chapter, appointing and establishing committees, and providing leadership opportunities for students and community members.  Her selection as international chapter president acknowledges her efforts in going beyond what was expected of her and demonstrates her achievements in carrying out PTK’s mission through her exemplary leadership. 

At the beginning of April, McKitterick and classmate, Vincent Murillo were selected for the PTK 2006 All-California Academic Third Team, continuing Santa Ana College’s (SAC) nine-year streak in the competition. The American Association of Community College’s (AACC) and PTK honored the students at the Sacramento Convention Center. 
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“I felt extremely honored to have been selected to represent SAC for this competition and to continue SAC’s nine-year streak of placing on the All-California Academic Team,” said McKitterick.

Prior to attending SAC, immediately after high school, McKitterick began her career in the Navy as a data processing technician where she was able to represent the United States, gain independence, travel, and earn money for college. While in the Navy she became proficient in the computer industry and advanced quickly in the field. However, her passion was not to work with computers, but with horses, in the equine industry.

McKitterick will graduate from SAC with an associate of arts degree in June 2006.  She hopes to transfer to California State Polytechnic University, Pomona, and enroll in the animal science degree program to pursue her future dream job of being an equestrian trainer.  She hopes to become a breeder of horses, while simultaneously being involved in reproductive research.  McKitterick plans to someday secure a successful career in the equine industry and would eventually like to have her own training center.

Santa Ana College is a public community college that serves over 40,000 credit and non-credit students annually.  SAC provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and workforce training for business and industry.

Phi Theta Kappa is the international community college honor society.  It is loosely affiliated with Phi Beta Kappa, the most prestigious collegiate honor society in the United States.  Phi Theta kappa stresses four hallmarks of excellence: scholarship, leadership, service, and fellowship.  Members have access to numerous scholarships nationwide, including almost $30 million in scholarships reserved by transfer institutions for Phi Theta Kappans exclusively.  Phi Theta Kappans receive transcript notation and a special diploma seal, as well as special recognition at graduation. 

# # #
NEWS





May 5, 2006














Public Information Office ( 1530 W. 17th Street ( Santa Ana, CA 92706 ( Phone: (714) 564-6475 (Fax: (714) 835-5059 www.sac.edu

