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Rancho Santiago Community College District 

Appoints Student Trustee 
(Santa Ana)—Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) has appointed 20-year-old Paul Z. Garcia to serve as the student representative on its Board of Trustees.  

Garcia, a second-year political science and philosophy major at Santiago Canyon College (SCC) with a 3.39 GPA, attends classes at both Santa Ana and Santiago Canyon colleges.  He is a member of the SCC honors program and has served as a senator in the SCC Associated Student Government since spring 2007.  In spring 2007, he joined SCC’s AmeriCorps program and served as a foster youth mentor. His future plans include transferring to a four-year university and studying law with hopes of serving the underrepresented. 
In May 2007, he saw a dream come true when he walked in the halls of Congress, as a participant in the United States Model House of Representatives. Seeing how our national legislature worked firsthand solidified his career choice.

“One of my passions is representing anyone who does not have a voice,” Garcia said. “I am challenging myself to represent a larger group of students at both Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College and in the credit and non-credit programs.”

Garcia, a graduate of Foothill High School in Tustin, candidly recounted how challenging education has been for him from the beginning.  His family spoke Spanish and English at home making his transition to the English-language classroom taxing.  In elementary school, he was placed in the Resource Specialist Program (RSP) because of those academic obstacles.  In junior high, he joined a clique and decided that “school wasn’t for me.” By the middle of eighth grade, he was placed on academic and behavioral probation and even faced expulsion. 

“When I went to the panel at the school district to discuss my possible expulsion, I woke up,” he said. “They asked my parents why I acted the way I did and I saw that I represented not only myself, but also my parents, and my entire community.”

When he enrolled in high school, he spoke of making a conscious decision to change the
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direction of his life. 
 “I joined the football team,” he said. “None of my friends focused on school and football challenged me to maintain my eligibility. While my friends were dropping out, my GPA improved and I even got recognized for my grades and my character. It was great!”
His father, a construction worker, and mother, a factory worker, encouraged him to go to college, as did his godmother.  Garcia recounted, “My parents and godmother were instrumental in my upbringing.  It was their unconditional love and support that saved me from despair and uncertainty.”

In addition, one of his high school teachers recommended him for the AVID program that assists students with academic potential, who are the first in their families to attend college, to transition to college.

“Because people believed in me and motivated me, I came to see that college was possible,” he said.

One of those people was his Foothill High School guidance counselor Adrian Rios, who today is an instructor at the Corbin Center in Santa Ana.  Now Garcia is giving back by helping his former counselor, who does motivational speaking at local high schools.  He goes with Rios and tells his own story and encourages those in the audience to follow their dreams and that college is possible for them, too. 
One month into his tenure as student trustee, he is exploring how best to serve his fellow students.  He said that he plans to keep in close communication with the student body presidents at Santa Ana and Santiago Canyon colleges.  Issues of importance include adequate parking, facility needs, and the escalating costs of books.

 
“I want to make a difference and improve the community,” said Garcia.
He lives in Tustin with his father Zerafin and mother Antonia and a younger sister. In addition, he has three other sisters, one brother, and two nieces. 
About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.
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