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THREE TRUSTEES OF THE RANCHO SANTIAGO COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT BOARD OF TRUSTEES TAKE THE OATH OF OFFICE 

** NEW OFFICERS NAMED FOR 2007 **

(Santa Ana)— Last night at a regularly scheduled meeting of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) Board of Trustees, three trustees - all incumbents - took the oath of office – John Hanna, Phillip Yarbrough, and Lawrence R. (Larry) Labrado.  
In addition, as part of its regular business, the Board nominated and approved the slate of officers for 2007.  Trustee Hanna was unanimously elected as president.  Trustee Yarbrough was elected as vice president, and Trustee R. David Chapel, Ed.D., was elected as clerk.  Each will serve a one-year term as an office holder.

Orange County Clerk-Recorder Tom Daly administered the oath of office for Trustee Hanna.  State Senator Lou Correa administered the oath of office for Trustee Labrado.  Orange County Deputy Treasurer-Tax Collector, Brett Barbre, who also serves as the Director of the Municipal Water District of Orange County, administered the oath of office for Trustee Yarbrough.  

Trustee Hanna, who was elected to the Board in 1998, served most recently as vice president.  In his acceptance speech, Trustee Hanna said, “I pledge to you and to the community that I will continue to do what is right. I will devote my energies to ensuring that the Rancho Santiago Community College District continues to provide the best possible learning experiences for students, to sustain a good working environment for employees, and to ensure the community’s tax dollars are wisely spent.”  This will be Trustee Hanna’s second term as president.  During his tenure on the Board, Trustee Hanna has distinguished himself as an outspoken bipartisan leader, who – with his fellow Trustees – has led system-wide legislative reform efforts to expand vocational training and adult education programs.

An attorney in private practice who currently resides in Orange, Trustee Hanna is active in a wide range of community organizations including the Orange Community Foundation.  A
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longtime Orange County resident and civic leader, Trustee Hanna holds a bachelor’s degree from 

California State University, Fullerton, (CSUF) and a law degree from Loyola University School of Law.  

Trustee Yarbrough, who is entering his 11th year of service on the Board, was elected unanimously last night as vice president.  He most recently served as the Board’s clerk.  After taking the oath of office, Trustee Yarbrough said, “I am proud to have made dramatic changes for the betterment of our community as a Trustee at Rancho.  We have expanded programs and services to the most needed segments of our community.”  A community college alumnus who owns a successful financial services business, Trustee Yarbrough resides in Orange and is a lifelong Orange County resident.  He holds an associate’s degree, bachelor’s and master’s degrees from CSUF, and is a former economics professor at both Santiago Canyon and Santa Ana Colleges.

Trustee Labrado, who was initially elected to the Board in 1994 and served as Board president from 1997-99, is an alumnus of Santa Ana College (SAC).  A retired educator and small business owner devoted to advancing the education of local youth and Latino children and adults, Trustee Labrado has served in countless leadership roles over his past four decades of community service.  Trustee Labrado, who is known in the community for making decisions that support his advocacy for students, holds an associate’s degree from SAC and both bachelor’s and master’s degrees from CSUF.   

Trustee Chapel, the Board’s newest member who was elected to office in 2004, was elected as clerk.  A professor at Argosy University, Trustee Chapel is a former K-12 educator and school administrator who resides in Santa Ana.  Other board members include:  Trustee Brian Conley, Trustee Lisa Woolery, and Trustee Alfredo Amezcua.

The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.  
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