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“Graffiti Art” to be Featured in Unique Exhibition
at Santa Ana College
 

SANTA ANA, CA – What is graffiti art? What is tagging? And is either “art”?  These are among the many issues that will be explored in a ground-breaking exhibition at Santa Ana College that will explore the perspectives of graffiti as art, damage of property, police codes, and the thoughts, feelings and opinions artists feel necessary to share through their spray cans and computer-made graffiti.

The free exhibition, “meshed:  Graffiti Art,” will premiere to the public in an open reception Wednesday, Feb. 20, 7:30-9:00 p.m. in the Main Gallery on the Santa Ana College campus at 1530 W. 17th Street.  On hand at the event will be the student artists, members of the graffiti task force, and other special guests to discuss the art form and its influence in the community.  The exhibition will then run Feb. 21 – March 20 during gallery hours of Monday – Thursday 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., and Tuesday and Wednesday evenings 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.

The idea for the exhibition came from Phillip Marquez, Interim Gallery Director at Santa Ana College, while seeing graffiti as he bicycled along the Santa Ana River Trail.

Marquez explained, “The exhibit is titled ‘Meshed’ because several mediums are involved, including a large-scale photograph produced by SAC photography students showcasing local graffiti. Visitors will be able to explore this unique form of self-expression from several perspectives, including watching video interviews with graffiti artists and an interactive computer program through which they will be able to create their own graffiti.”

-more-
Styles of graffiti art that will be showcased include stencil graffiti, roller graffiti, and “throw ups”, which are images that are created on smaller stationery objects such as electrical boxes.
The “meshed:  Graffiti Art” exhibition is supported in part by a generous personal donation of $1,000 by Santa Ana City Councilwoman Michelle Martinez.  This donation made possible the purchase of a 39 foot canvas on which local artists will create a graffiti mural.  

 “This exhibition encourages our youth to put their graffiti art on paper or on canvas and provides a great opportunity to contrast the pros and cons of graffiti art in our city,” Martinez said. “It also educates our youth on the consequences that graffiti has on our city as many of them see it as art, while many adults see it as criminal vandalism. I applaud the Art Gallery at Santa Ana College for thinking ‘outside the box’ and providing this informative exhibition on graffiti.”

According to Marquez, he and Martinez are exploring opportunities for the graffiti mural to become a traveling exhibition across the city to encourage the dialogue to continue. Ultimately, the canvas will become part of the permanent art collection at Santa Ana College.

For more information on this free exhibition, contact Phillip Marquez, Interim Gallery Director, or Caroline McCabe, Gallery Coordinator, at 714.564.5615. 
# # #
The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.
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