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Rancho Santiago CCD authorizes naming the Randall Smith Space Education Center at Santa Ana College’s Tessmann Planetarium 

(Santa Ana)—At its June 28th board meeting, the Rancho Santiago Community College District’s Board of Trustees unanimously resolved to memorialize Randall G. Smith at Santa Ana College’s Space Education Center, once it is established.  Smith, who was a Santa Ana College graduate, was a longtime supporter of the college prior to his death last year.


“Naming the Space Education Center to honor Randy Smith is the right thing to do,” said Edward Hernandez, Jr., Ed.D., district chancellor. “After serving as student body president, he remained a steadfast friend and advocate of the college district sharing his fundraising skills with the college and district’s foundations and spearheading the move to upgrade the county’s only planetarium.”


In partnership with The Discovery Science Center, the college district is seeking a $3.5 million appropriation in the Fiscal Year 2005 Veterans Affairs, Housing and Urban Development appropriation bill.  These funds will allow the district to complete Santa Ana College’s Space Education Center.  Previous funding of $1.5 million made possible the purchase of an integrated planetarium system featuring a GOTO Chronos Space Simulator and state-of-the-art multimedia technology.  


The center is part of the overall strategic vision to upgrade and modernize the Tessmann Planetarium.  In addition to the planetarium theater, when completed, the center will include a main lobby, a flexible science learning laboratory with a series of interactive and movable exhibits, restrooms, a production room and a lecture room.  The historic eight-inch Alvan Clark telescope will be housed in a dome located adjacent to the planetarium lobby.
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Since 1966, the Tessmann Planetarium has opened a window to the solar system and beyond for K-12 students, college students and the community.  Last year, more than 10,000 K-12 students visited the county’s only planetarium.


In other board business, the trustees unanimously approved a $242 million tentative budget for 2004-2005.  General fund income will include $71.54 million from local revenue, $8.28 million from federal revenues, $56.13 from state revenues, and $14.86 from beginning fund balances.  The college district will maintain a five percent reserve for 2004-2005.  The district’s tentative budget for 2003-2004 was $260 million. 


Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College are public community colleges of Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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