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Rancho Santiago CCD Names Richard Wong Director of Special Programs, Geospatial 

(Santa Ana)—Richard Wong has been named director of special programs, geospatial, for Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD).  RSCCD was one of four U.S. Department of Labor grant recipients that were recently selected to research job opportunities in the growing geospatial field.  

“Our biggest challenge is to have a solid understanding of where the field of geospatial technology is today and where it is going in the future because it is such a new field and crosses so many different disciplines, including surveying, water management, and transportation to name a few,” said Wong.


According to the U.S. Department of Labor, the geospatial industry’s workforce has doubled in the past four years and even more growth is anticipated in the future. To ensure that industry workforce needs are met with adequately trained individuals, the Bush administration’s High Growth Job Training Initiative awarded $187,939 to RSCCD as part of a $4.9 million funding package for worker training in the geospatial field.  RSCCD, St. Louis Community College (Missouri) and the University of Southern Mississippi will collaborate to determine current and expected demand for a geospatial-trained workforce across a broad spectrum of industries.
“This grant is an opportunity to work on what the national leadership has identified as one of the top emerging fields,” said Wong.  “It’s exciting to develop a model for other colleges on how to involve the community in developing programs to train students so they can obtain jobs in this field,” said Wong.
The Santa Ana-based college district will use the 18-month grant to establish an advisory group in workforce development and geospatial technology, survey local
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businesses through focus groups and mailed questionnaires and compare industry needs and available training in the region, using collected data as well as existing research. 

Prior to joining RSCCD, Wong served as manager of training and development for the Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA.)  A tour of OCTA’s central communications facility in Garden Grove includes numerous monitors using geospatial technology to track some 375 buses and a number of supervisory and service vehicles. 

As a certified performance technologist, Wong has specialized in linking organizational performance to overall strategic goals.  His clients include American President Lines, the Anti-Defamation League, the Employers’ Group, and the City of Irvine. He has also held senior executive positions at American Express Company; TRW Energy Products Group and Ralston Purina.  His areas of expertise include compensation, benefits, recruitment, and employee relations. 

Wong holds a B.A. in economics from the University of Southern California and an M.A. in human behavior from the United States International University.  He is currently president elect of the Orange County chapter of the American Society of Training and Development.  For the past ten years, he has been an associate professor at California State University, Long Beach, teaching upper division and graduate classes in leadership, training, and managing multicultural workforces. 
About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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