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Woman-Owned Small Business Named Exporter of the Year 
Corona-Based Combustion Associates Specializes in 

Turn-key Energy Generation Solutions

(Santa Ana)— Mukund and Kusum Kavia, the Santa Ana District SBA’s Exporters of the Year, were both born in Nairobi, Kenya, and educated in the United Kingdom.  After moving to Southern California, Mukund and his wife Kusum bought a secretarial and graphic arts business in Tustin.


“We’re the perfect combination for running a business together,” Kusum said. “He’s the engineer and I’m the accountant and we both enjoy marketing our business in our own unique ways.”


In 1989, the couple established Combustion Associates, Inc., (CAI) in Corona, California.  As CEO, Mukund actively manages and controls the engineering and manufacturing side of the business, developing new products to meet emerging needs, while Kusum supports the accounting, administration and human resources side of the business. 


This full service manufacturing company currently employs 45 and produces:

· Turbine-powered electric generation systems fueled by landfill methane gas, natural gas or diesel oil.

· Industrial burners, heaters and igniters that reduce emissions of nitrogen oxides (NOx.) and carbon dioxide (CO2).

· OSHA-certified fall prevention systems.

“We have a ‘work hard’ customer-driven ethic that ensures a finished product with a technically superior design, manufactured with the highest quality standards, complete with detailed documentation that is produced on time and within budget,” said Kusum.

When an existing customer approached CAI in 1999 with a need for a fall restraint system, the company said, “can do,” and today there is CAI Safety Systems, a full-service division of CAI offering secondary line of products and services.  Customers include the Port of Long Beach, NBC Studios, Exxon Mobil, and a variety of Fortune 500 companies.  Recently, Brigham Young University ordered CAI’s safety system to meet its window-washing needs.

Such attention to customer needs was recently rewarded by a large contract from the

- m o r e -

SBA Exporter of the Year







2/2

U.S. Army for portable nine-gallons per minute water heaters.  It was the pursuit of this contract that brought Kusum to the Orange County Small Business Development Center (OCSBDC).  Dick Brown, the OCSBDC business consultant specializing in federal government contracting, helped CAI traverse the labyrinth of federal contracts.  Additional OCSBDC resources helped CAI access the best accounting software to meet company invoicing and spreadsheet needs and determine the best source of funding to underwrite the water heater project.

“The seasoned SBDC professionals provided such useful guidance,” said Kusum. “They were there to coach, give feedback, and channel me in the right direction for success.”

With an 18-year track record, CAI exports to China, the Middle East, Central America, and Guam.  Currently, the company is producing electric generation systems fueled by diesel oil for agro-businesses in Belize.  CAI’s 1-MW power generation system offers a cost-effective, environmentally friendly solution to industries ever growing need for energy. 

“The Orange County SBDC helped us identify success elements within our business and how to implement them in our daily business activities,” said Kusum. “They are the catalyst for our growth.”

 
 Both Kusum and Mukund will receive their award at the Santa Ana District Small Business Awards Luncheon co-hosted by the Orange County Small Business Development Center (OCSBDC), Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD), Inland Empire SBDC, Inland Empire Economic Partnership, TriTech SBDC, California State University Fullerton Business Administration, and the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA).  The annual SBA Awards Luncheon honors the contributions made by local small businesses and business owners in Orange, Riverside and San Bernardino Counties. The event is slated for The Grove of Anaheim on Tuesday, April 18 from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.


Attendance is $65 per person. Sponsorships range from $750 to $2,000.  Reservations and information are available at www.smallbusinessawards.org or at (714) 564-5202.
The Orange County Small Business Development Center (OCSBDC), an economic
development program of Rancho Santiago Community College District, is partially supported by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), the California State University, Fullerton and the California Community College Chancellor’s Office.  The OCSBDC offers complimentary, personalized business assistance in a confidential, one-on-one setting and valuable, low-cost seminars.
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