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OC Small Business Development Center Helps Small Businesses Find Government Contracting Opportunities

New Service Identifies Local, State & Federal Bids

 (Santa Ana)—Do you sell a product or offer a service? Whether you own an accounting consultancy, a painting or roofing company or sell a needed commodity such as cleaning supplies or even cookies, there is likely to be a government contract that could help you increase your sales. The trick is knowing where to look and even what to look for.


If you’ve ever navigated the maze of Web sites listing current contract opportunities, you probably threw up your arms in frustration and ran the other direction.  Now Orange County small business owners can turn to the Orange County Small Business Development Center (OCSBDC) for free one-on-one consulting to help them decipher the complicated world of government contracting.  


With more than 23 years of business experience, OCSBDC business consultant Oliver Das shares his expertise in purchasing and supply management with small business owners. Named a certified purchasing manager (C.P.M.) by the U.S. Institute of Supply Management, Das was a purchasing officer with the British federal government and served as deputy purchasing agent for the County of Los Angeles. He is also a business consultant with the Small Business Development Centers in Los Angeles and Oceanside. 


“I encourage my clients to become certified small businesses if they have made less than $30 million in the past three years and have fewer than 100 employees,” says Das. “This certification qualifies them for a five percent bid preference and the prompt payment clause and puts their names in the directory of certified small businesses.”


In his one-on-one consulting and presentations, Das stresses the importance of the 

 “seven C’s” when working to acquire a government contract:

1. Contacts—Personal contacts are critical.

2. Certification—By being certified, small businesses get an advantage.
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3. Compliance—Submit everything that is requested or you won’t be considered.

4. Competitiveness—Realize that you probably won’t get the first contract you 
go 
after.

5. Craving—Keep on bidding. You have to crave success to get it.

6. Consistency—Once you’ve got the contract, deliver your service or product 
on time 
and as the contract demands.

7. Cooperative Purchasing—Very lucrative opportunities exist to piggyback on 
collective government purchasing contracts.


On Wednesday, July 28, Das will speak at his first workshop offered through the Orange County Small Business Development Center.  Interested business owners are encouraged to attend How to Win Government Contracts: Local and State, slated from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. at Rancho Santiago Community College District Operations Center, 2323 N. Broadway, room 107 in Santa Ana.  The cost is $20 per person; reservations are encouraged and may be made at (714) 564-5202 or by visiting www.ocsbdc.com. 

The Orange County Small Business Development Center (OCSBDC), an economic development program of Rancho Santiago Community College District, is partially supported by the U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA), the California State University, Fullerton and the California Community College Chancellor's Office. The OCSBDC offers complimentary, personalized business assistance in a confidential, one-on-one setting and valuable, low-cost seminars.

Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry. 
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