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Santiago Canyon College among Fastest Growing 
Community Colleges in Nation
As Enrollment Climbs, Funding in Decline

(Santa Ana)—From 2000 to 2006, there was a 10 percent overall growth in enrollment in two-year institutions nationwide as reflected in a recent Department of Education report.  During 2006-07, 6.2 million students were enrolled in the country’s 1,045 community colleges, 35 percent of all postsecondary pupils that year, according to a National Center for Education Statistics study. 
This trend holds true for Orange County’s Santiago Canyon College (SCC).  According to Community College Week, a biweekly national publication for two-year college professionals, Santiago Canyon College (SCC) ranks 4th nationwide among the fastest-growing public two-year colleges with enrollments of 10,000 or more.  Fully accredited in 2000, SCC is the state’s second fastest-growing community college with 10,000 or more, surpassed only by second-ranked Mt. San Jacinto Community College District.
“The rapidly increasing enrollment at Santiago Canyon College and other two-year institutions is a sign of the times,” said Santiago Canyon College President Juan Vázquez. “During downturns in the economy—and now more than ever—people decide to invest in their futures by staying in school or returning to train for new careers and complete their degrees.  Santiago Canyon College and other local community colleges provide the trained, educated workforce that Orange County and California need.” 

The Community College Week report uses data from the National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES), a division of the U.S. Department of Education. The statistics only include students enrolled in courses that count toward an associate degree, certificate, or other formal award. Through its fall enrollment survey, the NCES asks institutions to report “all students enrolled in courses creditable toward a diploma, certificate, degree, or other formal award.”

About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

The mission of the Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) is to respond to the educational needs of an ever-changing community and to provide programs and services that reflect academic excellence.  Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of RSCCD, which serve the residents of Anaheim Hills, East Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.  
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