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Santa Ana College was Presented with an Exemplary Program Award 

The Student Development Program is recognized as an outstanding 
community college program
(Santa Ana, CA)  – On January 16, 2007 at the Board of Governors for California Community Colleges meeting in Sacramento, the Exemplary Program Award sponsored by the Academic Senate for California Community Colleges was presented to Santa Ana College for its innovative noncredit Student Development Program (SDP.)

The SDP program, sponsored through the School of Continuing Education, is housed at the Centennial Education Center and is open to all continuing education students.  The primary goal of SDP is to promote student interaction and networking between higher- and lower-level students providing leadership training with peer support and student mentoring.  This is accomplished through clubs, student associations, leadership training, directing and facilitating conference courses, informational fairs, guest speakers and activities.  

This program changes lives and helps prepare individuals to be productive students and future leaders.  “My leadership training course provided me with personal growth I never thought I could attain,” said Xuan Dung Phan, program participant.  “I connected with a leader of the program, and he shared experiences with me that were similar to mine.  His success gave me confidence that I could pursue higher education and be successful,” continued Phan.     
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The program was established in 1997 and served over 5,000 students last academic year.  Santa Ana College Student Development Program is the first college in the state to establish a student leadership program for noncredit, continuing education including leadership and student associations.  
Colleges throughout the state were nominated for this award, but only two were selected making it a prestigious recognition.  This award recognizes outstanding community college programs, and a $4,000 grant accompanies this recognition to help continue the program’s success.         

“The SDP serves as a critical component of the college’s ability to help provide a pathway for students to move from the place they currently find themselves to the place they ultimately want to be, whether that is a vocational, personal growth or credit program pathway,” said Dr. Erlinda Martinez, Santa Ana College president.  “The Student Development Program continues to thrive,” continued Martinez.
About Santa Ana College

Santa Ana College is a public community college that serves nearly 50,000 credit and non-credit students annually.  SAC provides education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, customized training for business and industry, and programs to train nurses, firefighters and law enforcement personnel.  
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