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Orange County Sheriff’s Regional Training Academy

Prepares Recruits for Careers in Law Enforcement

· The Orange County Sheriff’s Regional Training Academy (OCSRTA) provides training that exceeds the standards set by the California Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST) through its Law Enforcement Basic Academy.  Additionally the academy provides advanced officer training.

· The academy course is POST certified and provides the required minimum of 664 hours for a POST Basic Academy Certificate as necessary for all entry level California Law Enforcement Officers.  In addition to the minimum requirements, the Sheriff’s Academy supplements training with an additional 320 hours of training.  These supplemental hours were determined through collaborative input between the Sheriff and participating chiefs of police, subject matter experts, and other representatives from participating agencies, and brings the total to 984 hours of Basic Academy training.

· Currently, there are six Basic Academy classes conducted during the calendar year, with an average class size of 42.  The majority of the class members are already hired and sponsored by an agency. Due to the increased resources offered at the new Regional Training Academy, a Sheriff’s Special Officer Academy and Reserve Officer Training Academy will be added.  Classes are offered in the evenings and weekends for the reserves.  Reserve officers are required to take 24 hours of additional training every two years to sustain their certification.

· The Basic Academy consists of an intensive six months of instruction.  Academy completion requires recruits to complete 42 learning domains, including the criminal justice system, patrol techniques, domestic violence, life fitness, firearms/chemical agents, first aid and CPR, emergency management, and cultural diversity.  For more information, visit www.post.ca.gov.

· OCSRTA classes are taught by approximately 275 part-time instructors who bring a wealth of expertise to the training.  Instructors include tenured law enforcement officers, attorneys, psychologists, paramedics, and human relations experts.

· The cost of training for sponsored recruits is reimbursed by their sponsoring agencies.  Non-sponsored recruits, commonly referred to as “independents,” must be approved by the program for entrance into the OCSRTA.  The cost per independent recruit averages approximately $4,500 and must be covered by the recruit.
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