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Rancho Santiago Community College District and 

Orange County Sheriff’s Department: A Tradition of Partnership

· The new 52,000-square-foot state-of-the-art Orange County Sheriff’s Regional Training Academy (OCSRTA) is a testament to the 37-year partnership between the Rancho Santiago Community College District and the Orange County Sheriff’s Department.
· The longstanding relationship provides mutual benefits to both Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) and to the Orange County Sheriff’s Department. (OCSD). By sharing costs, facilities, and expertise, the community wins through improved training of local law enforcement officers.
· OCSRTA classes are not only Peace Officer Standards and Training (POST)-certified, but are also college-certified. Recruits receive college credits as they move through their academy training.
· In turn, RSCCD receives state-funding of its programs through the FTES (Full Time Equivalent Students) allocation from the State of California based on the OCSRTA enrollment.
· RSCCD manages the hiring and payroll for the 250 to 300 part-time instructors at the OCSRTA who bring a wealth of expertise to the training. Instructors are tenured law enforcement officers, attorneys, psychologists, paramedics, and human relations experts.
· Both RSCCD and OCSD provide specialized facilities for the benefit of the program and the community. OCSD’s Katella Training Facility is utilized for college-certified classes that incorporate the live fire weapons range, the tactical training village, and the driving simulator. The OCSRTA, a Santa Ana College facility, is utilized for Law Enforcement Basic Academy, as well as advanced officer training.

· The RSCCD staff onsite at the OCSRTA provide administrative support in the hiring and processing of instructors, the application and tuition payment for students, the purchase of equipment, and facility maintenance. 
· The OCSD onsite staff provide for the day-to-day administration of the academy, including oversight of training specialists, instructor review, curriculum, enrollment rosters, class registration, POST certification and provision of tactical training officers, arrest control techniques instructors, and law enforcement supervisors.
· Because of the success of the Criminal Justice Academies program at Santa Ana College, many students select Santa Ana College as their first step to education in the law enforcement field.
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