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Rancho Santiago Community College District and Orange County Sheriff’s 

Department Dedicate Orange County Sheriff’s Regional Training Academy
September 11th Event Heralds New Era of Public Safety Training in Orange County
(Santa Ana)—On September 11th at 11:00 a.m., some 500 members of the law enforcement community, elected officials, community leaders, college students and faculty will dedicate the new Orange County Sheriff’s Regional Training Academy.  The 52,000-square-foot facility was constructed by Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) using Measure E funds at a cost of $30.2 million.  Measure E, approved by voters in November 2002, provided $337 million for renovation and new construction at both Santa Ana and Santiago Canyon colleges.

Constructed on land conveyed to RSCCD by the City of Tustin on 15 acres of the former Marine Corps Air Station, the state-of-the-art facility will serve all Orange County law enforcement agencies, and will function as a regional training center – bringing together local and federal agencies to train and collaborate in law enforcement and homeland security matters, an integral part of law enforcement training since September 11, 2001.  The new academy will be jointly-operated by Orange County Sheriff’s Department (OCSD) and Santa Ana College. The college and the OCSD have maintained a 37-year partnership that creates and delivers cutting-edge training to local law enforcement recruits.


“Because of your efforts, Orange County has a brand new academy that will help ensure its deputies are among the best trained in the world,” said Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger in a letter to the community.  “With the capacity to train hundreds of cadets and current deputies this facility will enhance the Sheriff’s Department’s ability to serve the community for years to come.”

The grand opening and dedication will feature Congresswoman Loretta Sanchez; Senator Lou Correa; Orange County Sheriff-Coroner Michael S. Carona; Orange County Supervisor Bill 
Campbell; RSCCD Chancellor Edward Hernandez, Jr., Ed.D.; Santa Ana College President Erlinda J. Martinez, Ed.D.; RSCCD Board of Trustees President John R. Hanna; Rear Admiral Len Hering, Commander, Navy Region Southwest; and Mayor Lou Bone, City of Tustin. The event will include a 
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special September 11th tribute and display.
At the dedication, guests will tour the new facility that will accommodate 800 recruits and students annually, as compared to a previous instructional capacity of about 300.  The academy features four large lecture classrooms, a multi-purpose room that accommodates up to 1,300 people, a weight training room, shower and locker facilities, a state-of-the-art multi-media production studio, offices and meeting rooms, as well as an outdoor obstacle and tactical training course.  
Other event highlights include: a display of the future memorial dedicated to Orange County’s fallen peace officers to soon be built on the site, law enforcement vehicles, including motorcycles, patrol cars, specially outfitted Humvees. Entertainment will be provided by Santa Ana High School, Marching Saints, Santa Ana Unified School District; vocalist Tim Kepler; and bagpiper Tom Slayton, Lieutenant Orange County Sheriff’s Department.
# # #

EDITOR’S NOTE: Parking is limited. Please contact Judy Iannaccone at (714) 480-7503 if you plan on covering the event and a parking pass will be forwarded to you. Thank you.

