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RANCHO SANTIAGO CCD CONVENES 

GEOSPATIAL TECHNOLOGY ADVISORY BOARD ON AUGUST 30    

Whether it’s reducing friendly fire in Iraq, simulating natural disasters to prepare for future ones, improving pilot training or tracking OCTA buses, geospatial technology is everywhere.  With this growth comes an increased need for a workforce with geospatial technology competencies. To ensure that industry needs are met, Rancho Santiago Community College District (RSCCD) recently was awarded $187,939 as part the Bush administration’s High Growth Job Training Initiative.

In the initial phase of the 18-month grant, RSCCD has established a 23-member geospatial technology advisory board which meets for the second time on Tuesday, August 30 at 10:00 a.m. at 2323 N. Broadway, Room 340 in Santa Ana.  The board will review the final report of the Geospatial Training and Workforce Needs Assessment.
Beginning in June, the assessment compiled data from local businesses through interviews and mailed questionnaires.  The final report compares industry needs and available training in the region, using collected data as well as existing research. 

 “This report tells us what Orange County organizations use geospatial technology and what their current skill requirements are,” said Richard G. Wong, RSCCD director of special programs, geospatial.  “It can also serve as a crystal ball to project their future needs in this rapidly growing field.” 

The advisory members include:

· Ruben Aceves, Workforce Development Manager, City of Anaheim

· Vicente Aguilar, Civil Engineer, County of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works

· Judy Chen-Lee, WORK Center Director, City of Santa Ana

· Han Chu, Management Consultant, PSOMAS

· Peter Davis, Director, Advanced Transportation Technology, Economic Development Network
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· Thomas Eastman, Operation and Maintenance Technician, South Coast Water District

· Yazdan T. Emrani, President, Advanced Infrastructure Management, Inc.

· Jeremy Evans, Vice President, Technical Director, Survey & Geospatial Services, PSOMAS

· Marshall Gartenlaub, Ph.D., Director, Applied Competitive Technologies, California Community Colleges Economic & Workforce Development Program
· Gino Guzzardo, Program Director, Kidz Online

· Gail L. Hobbs, Professor of Geography, Geographic Information Systems (GIS), Los Angeles Pierce College

· Ahmed Husain, Senior Civil Engineer, City of Downey

· Ann B. Johnson, Higher Education Solutions Manager, Environmental Systems Research Institute, Inc.

· John J. Johnson, Adjunct Instructor, NSF/GIS Grant Coordinator, San Diego Mesa College

· Mark Lopez, GIS Manager, Public Utilities, City of Anaheim

· Tom Miller, Manager, Information Technology, Metropolitan Water District of Southern California

· Andrew Muñoz, Executive Director, Orange County Workforce Investment Board

· Deborah Sanchez, Economic Development Specialist, City of Santa Ana

· Susan S. Shu, Senior Civil Engineer, City of Los Angeles

· Gary Slater, Senior Transportation Engineer, CALTRANS

· James E. Sterling, GIS Section Manager, OCTA

· Brett Schumm, Academic Coordinator, Anaheim High School

· Stephen Yanez, Traffic Engineering, City of Downey

RSCCD, St. Louis Community College (Missouri) and the University of Southern Mississippi will collaborate on the 18-month grant to determine current and expected demand for a geospatial-trained workforce across a broad spectrum of industries.

About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

Santiago Canyon College and Santa Ana College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park. Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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