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Santa Ana College’s Pharmacy Technology 
Program Gets High Grades
(Santa Ana)— American Pharmacists Month (October) recognizes the many valuable contributions pharmacists and pharmacy technicians make to the public’s health and welfare. Pharmacy technicians improve patient health and safety by entering prescription orders into pharmacy databases and operating automatic dispensing systems, preparing IV mixtures, maintaining inventories, and processing insurance claims.
With a nationwide shortage of pharmacy technicians, pharmacy technology is an excellent career option.  The California Employment Development Department (EDD) forecasts a 31.8 percent increase in pharmacy technician jobs by 2012.  Most of these jobs are in chain drug stores, but many pharmacy sites are looking for well-trained people.  Hourly wages range from $12 to $13 to about $22 to $23.
“I cannot over emphasize enough how well the SAC pharmacy tech program prepared me for pharmacy school at Purdue University where I graduated with honors.” said Hieu Nguyen, PharmD, “It gave me hands-on training as well as real world experience in pharmacy providing me with the tools for success.” For the past five years, Nguyen has been the pharmacy manager for Walgreens in Laguna Niguel.
  The Santa Ana College program is designed to be taken part-time with daytime and evening classes available. In spring 2007, there will also be a hybrid program that melds online instruction with on-campus Saturday morning classes. 
“Students can finish the basic training required by the California Board of Pharmacy in two semesters; apply for their license, and go to work in a drug store in less than one year,” 
said Gail Askew, PharmD, FCSHP, Santa Ana College chair of pharmacy technology.  
Askew was recently honored as the national “Pharmacy Technician Educator of the Year” by 
the Pharmacy Technician Educators Council (PTEC) at its annual meeting in Pittsburgh, PA.
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In 1984, Santa Ana College (SAC) became the first community college in the United States to be accredited by the American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (ASHP). SAC currently has a six-year accreditation from the ASHP and is the only pharmacy technician training program ever to receive accreditation with commendation.  Many students opt to complete the ASHP-accredited certificate program, which generally takes three or four semesters while others select finishing an associate degree in pharmacy technology.  The college also offers courses preparing students for admission to a school of pharmacy.

“At SAC, pharmacy technician students get the highest quality education at the low community college price,” said Askew.  “We’re nationally recognized for our outstanding program—some students come to Santa Ana from the Inland Empire, San Diego and Los Angeles. One student even flew back and forth every week from Lake Tahoe to take classes.  Our first-rate faculty and state-of-the-art facilities provide a unique opportunity for students to learn.”
One of the program’s newest faculty members is Dr. KC  Huynh who came to the college in January 2006.  Previously, Huynh, a USC graduate, had worked for Long Beach Veterans Affairs Healthcare where she taught pharmacy students and ran her own clinic.
“The program has high standards; it’s the cream of the crop,” said Huynh.  “The faculty really cares about the students and gives them the support they need one student at a time.”
For information on the Santa Ana College pharmacy technology program at (714) 564-6800 or visit www.sac.edu/pharmacy. 

About the Rancho Santiago Community College District

Santa Ana College and Santiago Canyon College are public community colleges of the Rancho Santiago Community College District, which serves the residents of Anaheim Hills, Garden Grove, Irvine, Orange, Santa Ana, Tustin and Villa Park.  Both colleges provide education for academic transfer and careers, courses for personal and professional development, and customized training for business and industry.
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