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TITLE: Legal Professions                                                                ESTIMATED TIME: 3.5-5 hours 

LESSON OBJECTIVES: 
• Students will present details in an oral presentation about a specific legal occupation. 
• Students will research and paraphrase information from multiple sources, avoiding 

plagiarism. 
• Students will review and apply simple present sentences and questions in their 

presentations. 
 

Essential Vocabulary: Materials Needed: 
• Lawyer 
• Notary Public 
• Prerequisite 
• Plagiarism 
• Research  

• Introduction PowerPoint (ppt.) 
• Law Jobs 
• Index Cards 4x6 
• Speech Template, Law Professions Handout. Copy for each 

student and an extra for each group to be turned in to you. 
• Peer Review for Law Profession Speech Handout. Make one 

copy for each student. 
 

WARM UP (10-15 minutes): 
• Ask students if they have ever received a traffic ticket or any other kind of infraction. 
• Ask them if they have ever had to get in touch with an attorney or the court system. 
• Ask students for what situations they think they need an attorney. For example, explain that 

they don’t need an attorney for a traffic violation, but they will need one if they get arrested 
during a traffic stop. They don’t need an attorney to fill out immigration forms, but they 
need one if they have to go to court for immigration issues. 

• Encourage students to talk about situations they are familiar with (either ones that happened 
to them or someone they know) and to use the past tense correctly. 

 

 INTRODUCTION (30 minutes): 
• Use ppt. to introduce the topic of different types of law professions. Slide #1 is the title of 

this ppt. 
• Go to Slide #2 and talk about when someone might need an attorney. Explain that usually an 

attorney is not needed for a traffic violation. Drivers can represent themselves and talk to the 
judge directly. However, if they get arrested during a traffic stop, they may need a lawyer to 
talk on their behalf at court. 

• Use Slide #3 to bring up the question, how they can find an attorney when they need one. 
• Often students from other countries don’t know the appropriate terminology for attorneys 

and lawyers. Even in other English speaking countries, they use terms that have different 
meanings in US. For example, UK uses barristers and solicitors, and advocates are a higher 
form of attorneys in South Africa. Use slide #4 to explain what is an attorney in US. 

• This lack of knowledge can lead to the immigrants being taken advantage of by those who 
pose as a legal attorney. Use slide #5 and the link to go to the State Bar of California to show 



Government and Law - Intermediate High 

Tavantzis March/18  Page 2  
 

 INTRODUCTION (30 minutes): 
students how they can check on an attorney’s records and also how they can find whether an 
attorney is in good standing if they need one. Click on the link and  
 

 
 
• Click on Need Legal Help. You will get this page and go through the information with your 

students. 
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 INTRODUCTION (30 minutes): 

 
 
• The last slide of the ppt., Slide #6, explains that there are many different professions in law. 

It lists 14 professions.  
• Ask the students if they know what research is. Let students know that they are going to learn 

how to do research and that they are going to use this list for their research. 
• In the Guided Practice of this lesson, you will use ‘notary public’ to teach how to do a search 

on the internet. 
• The other 13 jobs will be used by students in the Communicative Practice to do their own 

search. 
 

 PRESENTATION (45 minutes): 
• Since this is a research lesson, do the presentation as a search for students, so they can learn 

by watching and following what you do. 
• Project the computer monitor on the screen for all students to see. 
• Explain that you are going to get them ready to do a search on one of the jobs they just saw 

on your list, but first, you are going to teach them about plagiarism. 
• Ask students if they have ever heard the word or know what it means. 
• Citing is when the writer/speaker gives credit to where they found the information. When 

they search on the internet, they need to do 5 things to make sure they are citing correctly. 
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 PRESENTATION (45 minutes): 
They need to take down and give 1) the name of the author, 2) the name of the article, 3) the 
name of the publication, 4) the date it was published, and 5) the URL. 

• To practice finding the information, explain to the students that you want to find: 1) job 
duties of a court artist, 2) education and training, including prerequisites and 3) salary.  

• At this point, it’s a good idea to discuss what prerequisite means and why it is important to 
pay attention to it. I had a vocational program come to my class and announce their 
curriculum to my students. Many students got very excited to study it or tell their relatives 
about it. At the very end, they mentioned that HS diploma or GED was a prerequisite. 
Students not only were disappointed, a few were angry and complained that the presentation 
only wasted their time. So, before they pursue the occupation, they need to know what is 
required to get into the program. 

• Open a search engine, such as Google. I like to use Google because it is very popular and 
because of the way it works using sentences instead of words in quotation marks. 

• Type in the word ‘court artist’ and hit enter. 
 

 
 
• You will find several websites that give the information you need. However, you can also find 

the information on the Google page without going to any other link. You will show students 
how to use the links in the Guided Practice. 
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 PRESENTATION (45 minutes): 
Mini Lesson: Plagiarism 
It is essential to teach students about plagiarism. I have often been told by international students 
that this concept is not an issue (or does not exist) in their cultures. Almost everyone knows 
about cheating, but plagiarism is very new to many. 
• Start by asking the class if they know what cheating is? Almost all students will have some 

definition of cheating. You can explore a bit and let them know that cheating isn’t just 
copying from someone else but also helping another student by letting them copy from your 
paper. 

• Then, ask them if they know what plagiarism is. Type plagiarism on the Google search engine, 
and read the description to them. 

• Explain that it is against the law to pass someone else’s ideas as one’s own. 
• You can also search for ‘How can teachers check for plagiarism?’ There will be many articles, 

i.e. 10 signs of plagiarism every teacher should know 
(https://www.teachthought.com/pedagogy/10-signs-of-plagiarism-every-teacher-should-
know/). You can click on it and let the students see the telltale signs of a plagiarized paper. 

• You may also come across several programs that teachers in college and high school use to 
check for plagiarism such as Turnitin. 

• Now, search for how to avoid plagiarism. There will be numerous articles and bullet points to 
make sure that their paper or speech is not plagiarized. For example, paraphrasing, quoting, 
and citing are common ways of avoiding plagiarism. 

 

 GUIDED PRACTICE (20-30 minutes): 
• In this lesson, teach your students how to use a search engine to do a search on the internet 

and how to cite their findings. 
• Project the computer monitor on the screen so your students can see what you are doing. 
• Explain to the students that you want to find: 1) job duties of a notary public, 2) education 

and training, and 3) salary. Write these on the board for students to see so that they can keep 
them in mind as they research. 

• Open the search engine and ype in the word ‘notary public’ and hit enter. 
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 GUIDED PRACTICE (20-30 minutes): 

 
 
• You will see several ads for notary publics. Half way through the page you will find the link 

for National Notary Public. It may say ‘What is a Notary Public’. Click on it and show students 
the first page. 
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 GUIDED PRACTICE (20-30 minutes): 

 
 
• The first page explains the role and importance of a notary. Go through the page and take 

notes about the information you are looking for. You can ask a student to be the note-taker 
and write the information as a list on the board for everyone to see. 

• On the left side of that page, you can see other links within the site. Click on the second link, 
‘How to become a notary’. 
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 GUIDED PRACTICE (20-30 minutes): 

 
 
• In the middle of this page, you can enter your state and it will give you step-by-step 

instructions on how to become a notary public in your state. Type California and click to show 
students the results. 
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 GUIDED PRACTICE (20-30 minutes): 

 
 
• This page explains the requirements and the process of becoming a notary public in 

California. 
• To find the salary, go back on Google do a search on ‘How much does a notary public make in 

California?’ 
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 GUIDED PRACTICE (20-30 minutes): 

 
 
• Under ‘People also ask’, click on ‘Do notary publics make good money?’  
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 GUIDED PRACTICE (20-30 minutes): 

 
 
• A little bit further down on that page, there is link to quora.com, ‘How much can a California 

notary make? – Quora’. Click on that. 
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 GUIDED PRACTICE (20-30 minutes): 

 
 
After gathering all the information, review your findings with the class and cite the websites you 
used to compile all the information about notary publics. 

 

 COMMUNICATIVE PRACTICE (50-60 minutes): 
• In this section, you will need to either have students use computers, laptops, iPads, their 

phone, etc. to do the research, or if none of that is available to you, they will need to do this 
outside of the classroom. 

• Students will need to work in groups of 3-4 to do research on a chosen job or assigned job. 
• If you choose, you can print out and cut out the document, Law Jobs, and put in an envelope 

or bag for students to pick.  
• If you have a small group, each student can pick a job. For larger groups, you can put them in 

pairs or groups of three. 
• Each group is going to search for:  

o Job description 
o Job duties 
o Training/Education needed, including prerequisites 
o Location of job 
o Salary 
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 COMMUNICATIVE PRACTICE (50-60 minutes): 
• They may want to delegate and each students would be responsible for a part of this 

research. 
• Remind them to cite the sources from where they find their information. 
• After finding all the information, students will get together and share their findings. 
• Give the students the Speech Template and ask them to prepare for their presentation. 
• Each group will decide which member is going to do each part of the presentation. If these 

are individual presentations, then each student will have to do all parts of the presentation 
by themselves. 

• Encourage students to write the script of their speech and practice and time each other. Set a 
time limit per group so you won’t have one group speaking for 20 minutes and another for 3. 
Typically, this speech should not take more than 4-5 minutes. 

• Remind them that they should speak their speech and not read it, so encourage them not to 
use their scripts, but they can use note cards with only a few key words written to remind 
themselves of what they want to say. 

 
Teacher Tip: If you are in a location that has a computer lab or library, try to make arrangements 
and take the students there to do their research. A librarian can also help the students find their 
information so they can also learn how to do research in a library. 

 

APPLICATION (40-50 minutes, 1-2 minutes per student): 
• Distribute the Peer Review Example copies to students and go over it with them. Make sure 

that they understand all the questions and what they need to do.  
• Explain to them that they will need to fill out one of these for their assigned speaker. 
• Assign one speaker to each student. Assign a speaker from a different group, so they can 

focus on their own tasks when they are giving their reports. 
• Each group will stand in front of the class together and members will take turns to give their 

part of the speech. 
• At the end of the speeches, collect these from the students and use them to evaluate their 

listening and analytical skills.  
 
Teacher Tip: This is meant to be used as one of the evaluations for the students’ listening and 
analytical skills. However, if you want, you can share them with the speakers to improve their 
speeches. 

 

 EVALUATION: 
• Students are evaluated indirectly during the Communicative Practice. If they are able to find 

the information and cite the sources correctly, they have passed the research part. 
• In addition, students are evaluated in two ways during the application. First, they are 

evaluated doing their presentation. Second, they are evaluated by filling out the peer 
evaluations while they are listening to their classmate’s speech. 

• You can compile these paragraphs and make a class set. 
 



Government and Law - Intermediate High 

Tavantzis March/18  Page 14  
 

EXTENSION (60 minutes): 
• If you have higher-level students, you can ask them to write a paragraph summarizing what 

they have learned from listening to their specific presenter. Later the two students (the 
presenter and listener) can get together and discuss their experiences (both making the 
presentation and listening to the presentation). 

• Another extension for the higher-level students can be to ask students to write a short 
paragraph explaining what they have learned doing the research and presenting. Remind them 
to cite their sources. 

• Another possibility would be to create a Newsletter listing the 14 professions and the answers 
to the research questions: 

o Job description 
o Job duties 
o Training/Education needed, including prerequisites 
o Location of job 
o Salary 

 

CORE LESSON COMPONENTS: 

BASIC COMMUNICATION: 
• Practical exercise in expanding the use of oral language skills beyond survival needs. 

COLLEGE/WORKFORCE PREP:  
• Apply active listening techniques to take and organize lecture/presentation notes. 
• Apply critical thinking, creative thinking and problem solving skills. 

DIGITAL PREP:  
• Compare digital resources to evaluate appropriateness for educational use. 

21ST CENTURY SKILLS 
• Critical Thinking Skills 
• Collaboration & Leadership 
• Agility & adaptability 
• Initiative & entrepreneurship  
• Oral communication 
• Written Communication  
• Access & analyze information 
• Have & use curiosity & imagination 
• Play, passion & purpose beyond the classroom 
ONLINE RESOURCES:  

• 10 Alternative Careers in the Legal Industry  
• National Notary - California  
• Quora - How Much Can a Notary Public Make?  
• WriteCheck - Ways to Avoid Plagiarism  
• What Is Plagiarism?  
• 10 Signs of Plagiarism Every Teacher should Know  
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ADAPTATIONS: 

Multi-level: Put higher-level and lower-level students together to do the search. 
High Tech: Have students do the search in class. Students can also prepare slides or a ppt. 
presentation. 
Low Tech: Assign the search to be done outside of classroom as homework. 

 

TEACHER TIPS: 

• At SAC, you can get in touch with Yolanda Garcia at the library (714) 564-6717. She is the 
librarian for the non-credit courses. 

• At the SCC Library, you can get in touch with Barbara Sproat at (714) 628-5017. 
• If you have students who may need an extra push to participate or stay engaged, try to 

pair them with their friends or classmates with whom they can get along. This may 
motivate them to participate more. You can also assign them specific tasks and let 
students know that their classmates are depending on them. Ultimately, students have to 
want to learn; however, making the environment comfortable and inviting will help them 
move in the right direction. 

 


