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Government and Law Literacy 

Handout #1 

Safety Colors and Shapes 
 
 
Colors 
 
 

 
Shapes 

 
Meaning 

 
New Vocabulary 

 

 

 
Stop. 
No. 
Don’t Do 

 
 
Prohibition 

    

 
 

 
Do. 
Obey. 

 
Mandatory 

   
Danger. 
Be careful. 

 
Warning 

  
 
 
 
 

 
Safe. 
Go. 

 
Safety Condition 

Adapted from: http://hddfhm.com/image-post/26708-industrial-safety-signs-and-symbols-clipart-8.jpg.html#gal_post_26708_industrial-safety-signs-and-symbols-
clipart-8.jpg  
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Government and Law Literacy 
Appendix 1 
Safety Colors and Shapes 
 
To practice the vocabulary and to help students share their signs, divide the class into two groups, A and B. 
Have Group A show their signs to at least 3 students/pairs in group B and state what their sign means and vice 
versa. 
 
Model #1 
 
Student A: (holding a red circle with the picture of a cell phone on it) No cell phones. 
Student B: (holding a blue sign with the picture of a book on it) Bring Books. Higher-level students can 
add a pronoun and verb in their speech. 
 
Student A: (holding a red circle with the picture of a cell phone on it) This is, “No cell phones.” 
Student B: (holding a blue sign with the picture of a book on it) This is, “Bring books.”  


