From: "Maus, Donald" <Maus_Donald@rsccd.edu>
Date: August 8, 2012 9:43:30 AM PDT
To: "# All Email Users" <AllRSCCDEmployees@rsccd.org>
Subject: Active Shooter Training
After the recent shootings in Colorado and elsewhere around the country, we could all use a reminder of what we should do if we were ever in that type of situation.
 
An active shooter is an individual actively engaged in killing or attempting to kill people in a confined and populated area, typically through the use of firearms. The shooter typically does not have a predictable pattern in the selection of victims and has a mindset that they want to kill or harm as many people as possible.  They usually do not stop until they are confronted by the police or they kill themselves.
 
We have a very good 20-minute training video posted on the intranet showing the steps you can take in this situation called “Shots Fired on Campus” and we have conducted numerous training sessions at each campus in the past.  I was recently provided a link to another good video produced by the city of Houston and it is only 5 minutes long.  You can see the video here http://youtu.be/5VcSwejU2D0
An active shooter is one situation where your behavior and the actions you take can have a tremendous impact on whether you survive or not. Below are some options and best practices:
1. Get Out.  In general, the more distance you can put between yourself and the shooter the better. Do not go towards the sounds of gunfire to investigate and/or try to help. Get away from the area. Try to be a moving target vs. a non-moving target.  Call 9-1-1 when it is safe to do so.
1. Hide Out.  If you cannot get out of the area but are somewhat distant from the shooting consider hiding out and locking down your area as an option. You may choose to try and secure the room you are in or go to a near-by room that can be secured. 
If possible, close and lock the outside door to the room.  
Barricade the door with desks, tables or whatever else is available. Your goal is to keep the shooter from entering your room
Close the blinds, turn off the lights, remain quiet.  Put your cell phones on vibrate.
Spread out and move behind objects that may conceal you from the suspect.
If a fire alarm goes off while you are in lock down assess the situation before leaving your shelter. The alarm may have been set off by the shooter(s). If you smell smoke or see fire you need to exit.
 
1. Take Out.  A last option, you may choose be to fight back instead of being a passive target. An individual must use his/her own discretion about when he or she must engage a shooter for survival. Creating a distraction, by yelling or throwing something at or towards the assailant might provide a momentary advantage.  Quietly discuss with others in the room what you will do if the shooter enters the room.
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact myself, Al Chin, or any of the Safety Officers at your campus.
 
Thanks.
 
Don Maus
