
 
Do not use the top step/rung of a 

 

 
Do not use a step ladder 

 

 
Always inspect the ladder prior to 

from service and tag it as “Unsafe – DO NOT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Portable Ladder 
S A F E T Y 
Falls from portable ladders (step, straight, 
combination and extension) are one of the leading 
causes of occupational fatalities and injuries. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Use a ladder only on 
a stable and level 
surface, unless it has been 
secured (top or bottom) to 
prevent movement. 

   
   

 

 

 
 
 

 
   

 
 
 
 
 
 

The proper angle for setting up a ladder is 
  to place its base a quarter of the working length of 

the ladder from the wall or other vertical surface. 
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Adapted from OSHA.GOV 

 
Never use a metal ladder near 

equipment. 

 
Be sure that all locks 

engaged. 

 
Ladders must be free of any slippery 

 

 
Do not move a ladder while a person 

 

 

 

 
An extension or straight ladder 

 

Do not place a ladder on boxes, 
 

 
  

 

maximum weight it can safely support, 

 

 
A ladder placed in any location 

activities must be secured to prevent 

to keep traffic away from the ladder. 

 
Only use ladders and appropriate 
accessories (ladder levelers, jacks or 

 

 
Always maintain a 
3-point (two hands and a 
foot, or two feet and a hand) 
contact on the ladder when 

the middle of the step and 
always face the ladder while 
climbing. 

 
Avoid Electrical Hazards! Look for 

 

3-Point Contact 
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