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The Gemological Institute of America, located in Carlsbad,CA www.gia.org, plays a
significant role in the jewelry industry on 2 levels..

First, they are the leading gemological educational institution. Their Graduate
Gemologist diploma is recognized by every organization connected to the jewelry
industry in the world. Established in 1931 they have essentially created the science of
gemology. The Gemmological Association of Great Britain is the only other educational
with international recognition.

Second, their diamond grading certificates and colored stone reports are the gold standard
in the jewelry industry. There is no higher authority. Once a stone carries a GIA
certificate the grade or identification is beyond question. Most large stone sales are not
possible without a GIA certificate.

It is essential for the Diamond Grading instructor at SCC to be a Graduate Gemologist in
order for our program to be recognized as legitimate. Stores that send us employees or
independent jewelers enhancing their careers need the assurance that the training they
receive is on par with GIA.

The residency program at GIA can be completed in 6 months studying full time.

There are no Associate, Bachelor or Masters degrees available in gemology.



